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Hon. A, H, Pauton: They are all tributers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1L
understand there i3 no other mine in the
world which employs tributers on so Inrge
a seale. T am not going to put forward any
exeusg for a change of attitude. T simply
regard the facts as they are, namely, that
whereas in 1912 the tributer was merely an
_ocvastonal contractor, at the present time
on the Perseverance all the workers are
tributers. Tt is quite eompetent te put up
the argument that those men arc really
drawing their wages aml sharing the pro-
fits.  Whilst T stifl hold that 2 tributer is
a contractor, and onght not to he deseribed
as a worker, one can advance the argument
that these men should have soine protection
snek as is afforded by the Workers' Com-
pensation Act. What would happen if this
olligation were cust upon the owners of the
mine? They wonld have to insure all their
tributers amd take that fact into aceount
when making their agreement for the trib-
ute. The third provision in which the Bill
alters the Aet is an amendment of Section
G, hy omitting ““onr work' in paragraph
tr) of Subsection 2, and iprsertag in licu
theeeof  ““three  days.’” Tt means that,
whereas under the Aot the employer is not
liable in vespeet of an imjury whieh does
not disable a worker for at least one week
from eaming full wapes, the Bill proposes
to rednee the period to three days. [ do not
know that there is anvthing ohjectionable
in eynnection with that. Tf a worker is in-
jured for a period of three davs, he should
aet sumcthing. A further amendment s
really a conseguentital one. Whicreas pre-
vionsly it was provided thar compensation
ghiould not be paid for the first week, the
perion i now to be reduced to three days.
The last amendinent is also one which |
previously opposel. Tt is an amendment of
the tiinl line of Section 16 of the Tirst
Sehedube of the existing Act.  Section 16
provides that where weekly payment has
heen eomtinned for not less than «ix months
the lubility therefor may, on applieation by
the employer, be redeetied by the payment
of a lemp sum to he settled, in default of
agreement, by the loeal conrt,. When the
original Act was introdeced, the words ““or
amployee’’ appeared after the word ‘‘em-
ployer.’’ T was one of those who success-
fully fought to have those words struck out.
The argument T used was that it might very
often completely ruin an employer if the
cmployee could take him to the court and
compel him to pay the lump sam.

Ton. J. Duffell: ¥e has the provision of

insurance.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
But not all employers imsure. Although 1
opposed that scetion before, my attitude

now in regard to it is quite different. 1
ean see many argumeats in favour of it
which did not then exist.
Hon. T. Moore: Wisdom comes with age.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
But in this iustanee the cireumstances have
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altered, There is also a proviso that im
exereising bis jorisdiction the wmagistrate
shall take into consideration the ability of
the employer to make compensation in that
form. That removes the strongest objec-
tion T had previonsly to the provision.
There is also the fact that the Aect hag now
been in force for many years, ard that in
consequence most of the employers realise
the neecssity for insuring under it. There
is a further point which makes me lean
strongly towards the proposal which I pre-
vionsly opposed. T kmow what has hap-
pened. Even in ecases  where men  are
covered Dy insurance, beeause thevy cannot
demand that the Jump sum shall he paid,
notwithstanding that they are entitled to
the lump sum, they ave persunded into tak-
ing a smaller sum in order to get eash down.
Tt is wrong and entirely foreign to the spirit
of the Aet, and if for that reason alone L
would he prepared {o alter the attitude
which T previously adopted. What oeceurs
is this. Tn enses where, if the employer
himself was to go to the court and say I
want to he relieved of this hy the payment
of & lump sum,’’ or if the ciployes counld
appeal to the eourt, undoubtedly a ecertain
sun would be fixed and paid; becaunse the
emplovee has no right to insist upon the
payment of a large sum, he is now offered
a very much smaller sum, and he takes it to
get cash down., That is unot right. For
that reason, and Dbeecauvse of the proviso, 1
think the amendment onght to be made, 1
Hove—

That the Bill be now rend n second
time,
On motion by Hon. A T Panton, de-

hate adjourned.

House adjonrned at 959 pm,

Negislative FEgsembly,
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QUESTION—KALGOORLIE HOSPITAL.

Hor. W, C. ANGWIN (for Mr. Green)
agked the Premier: On the 20th September
lust I was informed by him that the 1,290
patients dealt with for the year ending the
30th of Juue last, at the Kalgoorlie Publie
Rogpital, had paid by the way of fees an
average of £2 6s, per head; will he now
kindly inform e what the average period of
treatment was for these 1,290 cases?

The PREMIER replied:
period of treatment of the 1,290 cases re-
ferred to was 24.9 days.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (for Mr. Green)
asked the Premier; 1, Through whose agency
are the tinned products of the Wyndham
Meat Works being disposed? 2, Were ten-
ders publicly ealled for handling these pro-
duets? 3, If so, when? 4, If not, why not?

The PREMLIER replied: 1 Brown &
Dureav. 2, No. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4,
Exhaustive inquiries made by the general
manager of the Wyndham Meat Works, wheo
strongly advised the appointment of Brown
& Dureau, after taking into consideration
the claims of various other organisations.
The eonmunission agreed upon is 114 per cent.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mgtions by Mr, llardwick, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr. Smith
(North Perth) and to Mr. Robinson (Can-
ning) on the ground of urgent public busi-
ness, and to Mr. Underwood (FPilbara) on
the ground of urgent private business.

BILL—LOAN, £3,870,000,

Introduced by the Premier, and read o
first time,

BILL—GRAIN ELEVATORS (Neo. 2).

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
firast time. - .

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitéhell—Nor-
tham) }4,37] in moving the second reading
sgid: The manner of handling wheat here pro-
posed must be far more ceonomical to the
farmer than the present method and will have
other great advantages. I believe that the
greatest advantage of all will lie in the cireum-
stanee that, under this system of handling,
trade in grain will he moeh freer than it
has Dbeen hitherto. At present if a mer-
chant desircs to deal in wheat, taking it
from the farmer and shipping it, he must
have 2 large organisation, because he re-
quires stacks all over the country, This
necessitates the employment of numbers of

The averagoe,
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men, and involves great expense, For that
reason the number of buyers so far has been
very limited; in faet, there are mnot more
than three or four buyers operating here in
a large way at any one time,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: This Bill proposes
to limit the trading to one buyer.

The PREMIER: No. Under the clevator
system anyone ean deal in, wheat, If an
English  buyer +wishes to acquire £100,000
worth of Western Australin wheat, all he
will have to do, under the elevator system,
will be to authorisc his agent here to pur-
chase that quantity from the elevators.
Dozens of buyers may enter into competi-
tion in that way, and the trade in wheat
will be perfectly free, giving every buyer an
cqual opportunity. The elevators will be
a public convenience, and will be open to
the use of the public in the ost unre-
stricted way. Under this Bill they will he as
free to the farmer and to the merchant as
they would be if they were managed by the
Government  To provide for less than that
would be absolutely wrong.  Obvionsly, it
would net be right te give a monopoly with
regard to elevators, and to allow the people
who lold that wmonopoly to engage also in
trading in wheat. The only monopaly they
will have will he.that of handling +heat.
The Federal Governmuent have agreed to ad-
vanee £550,000 to the company, and tha
company have undertaken to raise the bal-
ance of the moncy required. Tt is expected
that, in all, £300,000 will be spent. That
sum will cover a terminal elevator at Fre-
mantle, and the necessary country clevators.
To date 240,000 shaves have been applicd
for.

Mr. Hudson: Do the Federal Government
give a grant or make an advance?

The PREMIER: The Federal Government
are merely lending £550,000 at six per cent.

Ion. W. C. Angwin: If they have to pay
mora for the money when they borrow it,
the rate of interest will he correspondingly
higher,

The PREMIER: That is so. The adwance
by the Federal Government will commence
when 300,000 shares have been allotted, and
10s. per share has been paid up, and £100,000
of that capital has been expended, and, of
courge, when the necessary security has been
executed.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The company want
that £100,000 from the State Government.

The PREMIER: No. The company havo
not asked this Government for anything in
the way of finance. They ask us only to put
this Bill through and to decide, on terms
which will be fair and reasonable, the sitea
of the elevators.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This Bill does not
make provision in that respeect.

The PREMIER: No. We find no money
for the purpose.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Not uuder this Bill.

The PREMIER: Nor under any other
Bill,
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Hen. W. C. Angwin: We will sec about
that Jater,

The PREMIER: It is distinctly under-
stood that the State Government will not
finll any money in connection with the work.
1f the State Government found money aiter
the Federal Government had found money,
then, since both Governmients eannot have
the security, the Federal Government would
have all the security. "The Federal Govern-
ment are to have a first ¢call on all the assets
and the capital of the c¢ompany, and thig
circumatance will make it quite impossible
for anyone else to get sccurity.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Federal Govern-
ment took pity on you beeause you did not
get ships.

The PREMIER: The advances made by
the Federal Government are repayable by
20 instalmenta, If the interest falls in
arrear, the Federal Government ecan raise
the rate to 10 per eent. They have taken
good care to proteet themselves in that re-
spect. Aa regards the sites of the elevators,
all we have to do in that matter———

Tlon. W. C. Angwin: We are to give our
best sites to the Federal Government.

The PREMIER: The sites will be selected
where Crown lands are available. Apart
from Crown lands, we arc not responsible
for providing sites. "The Federal Govern-
ment do nothing but make the advance. Can
the member for North-East Fremantle (1Ton.
W. C. Angwin) object to an advance being
made by the Federal Government to a West-
ern Australian company?

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I object to the best
gites at our ports being given us security
to the Commonwealth Government o1 nen-
thing.

The PREMIER: [ think the House would
be wrong if it allowed itself to be infloenced
by that remark of the hon. member. We are
not giving away the sites at all; we are leas-
iig them for 25 years on certain couditiais,
Those conditions are that the elevator: must
be worked right through the 25 years, aml
that the clevator eompany must provide the
conveniences nceded by the wheat growers.
I am sure the hon. member will realise that
under the co-operative system the farmer is
likely to obtain a better service than if the
State alone were coneerned, I repeat, this
State’s share in the business is to find the
sites on fair terms, We are not giving away
anything. The elevator company will not
be able to trade in wheat. T recognise that
that provision in the Bill may not mean very
mueh, beeanse while the elevator company
eould not trade in wheat it would be possible
jor the gentlemen who formed the elevator
eompany to form another company for tl:ad-
ing in wheat. However, we provide against
that inasmuch as we stipulate that wheat
must be handled by the elevator company
for all alike, and that there shall be no
diserimination.

Aon, W. €. Angwin: That matter is pro-
vided for by the Commonwealth Government.
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The PREMIER: This Bill provides for
it. The return to sgharcholders is limited to
eight per cent. In view of the period allowerd
to . the company, 25 years only, 1 do not
think that rate ean Do regarded as high.
The pet profita are to pay interest, and also
are to provide a reserve fund aiter pay-
in

%ion. W, U Angwin: The net profits, do
you say?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:

I hope they will

materialise.

the PREMIER: After provision has
been made out of profits for interest
and reserve funi, the balance of the

profits muet be distributed among the share-
holders according to the quantity of wheat
delivered to the company by each grower.
The money is to be distributed amongst the
shareholders, but it iz provided that at any
time any farmer desiring to become a share-
holder may become a shareholder on exactly
the same terms as «id those now holding
shares, The point to remember ig that the
Bill gives a monopoly of the handling of
grain for 25 years, or alternatively so long
as adequate facilities are provided.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: What are you going
to do with your own machinery at North Fre-
ngntle, which cost yon hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds? Are you going to serap it?

The PREMIER: XNot all the wheat will
be shipped in bulk, beeause there are not
very many ports of the world where it can
be delivered in bulk,

Hen, W. C. Angwin: There are but one
or two in England.

The PREMIER: .\ great deal of the

wheat will have to he shipped in bags, and

80 the machinery at North Fremantle will
atill be required,
Hon. W, C. Anpwin: This will be an un-

profitable proposition,

The PREMIER: We are not concerned
about that. 1 am sorry the hon. momber is
not favourably disposed townrde bulk hand-
ling, beeause we ought to de all we can to get
for ouwr growers the best possible priece for
all wheat exported. At Fremantle a site com-
prising an aere and a half has heen set aside,
and threc aeres have heen temporarily held
up until we see what additional land will be
required. The hon, member onght to be satis-
fied to bave these works so near to his elee-
torate, and satisfied, too, thnt the Harbour
Trust is willing to assist by setting aside the
necessary land and by facilitating the de-
apateh of the boats. Tt is provided that the
Fremantle works must he completed in four
years, and that if works are crected at Al-
bany or Bunbury, or Geraldton they shall bhe
completed in five years. The company is a
vo-operative one and must slways remain se,
and in addition must treat all alike. T
darc say the Attorney Gencral will be able
to tell us something further about the pro-
vigions of the Bill
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: Like the rest of you,
he iy a sharchelder.

The PREMIER: 1 g¢an quite understand
that the hon. member will use the Lulk hand-
ling aystem. 1t will be a very great con-
venience when once it is in operation. More-
over, it will be an advantage to have the far-
mers operating their own silog.  They ean
handic the wheat in this way and save con-
sidlerable expense.  The co-operative system
hag bhern working well in Capada and in
Ameriea for years past. It iz qoite meces-
sory that farmers shouwld co-operate for the
selling of their produce, for it means they
will do vory much better with it. This is ne
experiment.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They have experi-
mented with it in New South Wales, where
it has ¢ost them a lot of moucy.

The PREMIER: Last year, unfortunately.
they had uo wheat to put into the clevators.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not eatisfac-
tory this year.

The PREMTIER: It is rather too soon to
say that. T understand there is some fault
with some of the silos, but that it ean easily
be put right.

Hon, W, €. \ngwin:
know mwich abeut it.
The PREMIER:
all that 1 do know,
Hon. W. C. Angwia:
misgion  saved this State

costly silos.

The PREMIER: T do not know that the
State was saved, beenvse if silos had heen
erected here they would wot neecessarily have
been on the plam adopted in New Sounth

Then you do not
I have told the Fouse

The Royal Com-
from erecting

Wales, [ move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES.

Al Stages.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell-Nor-
tham) [4.53]: T move—

Tor lcave to introduce a Bill for an Act
to reduce the arca of resorves ATGSS5,
AGO9T7, and AG862 and to annul reserve
AT460.

Mr. JOHXSTON: T draw attention to
the wnsatisfactory natnre of the title. Gen-
crally the title of a Bill conveys some in-
formation. Some of us are concisteatly on-
pored to the reduction in area of permanent
reserves,  Reserves elassified as A are vsu-
ally parks, and so T gather that these are
lands set apart for parks. But from the title
of the Bill we cannot say where they are, [
protest against leave being given for the in-
troduction of a Bill with a title that con-
veys no information whatever as to the situ-
ation of these reserves,
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Mr. HOLMAN: 1t is a very pertinent
point. We are entitled to the infgrmation
asked for. Even the Premier cannot give it.

The Premier: Yes, I can,

Mr. HOLMAN: I protest against leave
being given until we are furnished with jn-
formation as to the locality of these re-
gerves. In many of our towns reserves are
all too few, notwithstanding which we are
forover whittling them away, somotimes with-
out knowing why.

The PREMIER: The Bill has Heen dis-
tributed, and in a few minutes, when moving
the second reading, I shall be explaining
where these reserves are situated. 1 do not
think the title is cxpected to give all the in-
formation that can be required. However, [
will endeavour to supply anything which the
title omats

Mr, Holman: Let us know now where they
are, and give us the detailed particulars on
the second reading.

The PREMTER: The first is at Lake
Clifton, the second at Buubury, the third at
Albany, and the fourth at Yarderino, on the
Geraldton line,

Question put and passed.

Bill introduced and, on motion by Pre-
mier, read a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitehell—Nor-
tham) [4.58] in moving the second reading
snid: The first reserve dealt with contains
an zrea of 7,850 acres. It is a timber reo-
serve situated ut the head of the Lake
Clifton railway. We propese to take 240
acres for townsite purposes arcund the
siding. The Conservator of Forests has
agreed to this,

lion. W, C. Apngwin: Did not he charge
you for it9

The PREMIER: He would if he could.
A portion of the land is required for a
school builiding and the remuindor is neecs-
sarv for town lots for the workers who
will Le cmployed at the cemeunt works. It
will all be declared a tewnsite regerve, The
next area to be dealt with is Reserve 9997
at Bunbury. L is near the ocean beach,
perhaps some chains away., It is proposed
to take from 17 acres, which is the area of
the reserve, 3 acres 1 rood 27 perches for
ihe purposes of the Bunbury High School.

The school site containg  an  additional
avep. of 6 acres 1 rood 8  perches.
The Bunbury council have agreel that
ample park lands will remain if this
gmall area is taken from the reserve.
There ean therefore be no possible ob-

jection to the proposal. The next reserve
is G862, comprising 150 acres known as
Boronia reserve, near Emn Point, Albany.
It is proposed to exeise from that reserve
58 acres. If the House agrecs to the pro-
posal the land will still remain .a reserve,
but it will be vested in the:Albany muni-
¢ipal council, This is a favourite camping
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ground. The Albany eouneil is anxious to
have control of it and it that control is
given, the campers will have to be provided
with the necessary conveniences.  As the
lgeality s largely availed of, the eounecil
will be obliged to spend some money there,
andl they should therefore have power to
collert rales,

* Mr. Dudson: Condd vou uot give that
power under the Pavks and Reserves Acet!

The T'REMIER: T think not. Al the
proceeds arve to be nsed in conneetion with
the improvement of the reserve.  There is
no boronin there, I have been at Enw
Point on several oceastons and have looked
into the question. TT the veserve is set
apart for campers it must he coutrolled by
somvone, and if money is exXpended in
effecting improvements the campers niust
expect to pay. The area wounld prove n
boon to & grent many people who cannot
afford, or who do not want, to put up at
hotels. The Iast reserve dealt with in the
Bill is 7469, vomprising an area  of 120
acres. [t is an aren for water and for Gov-
ernment purposes, situated at  Yardarino,
immediately south of Irwin siding, As a
matter of faet it adjoins the siding, Though
it was reserved for water, there is no water
on it. There are fettlers and other working
men in this locality, and they wint some
blocks whereen to ereet their homes,  The
lund is around the ruilway station, and
should be deelared a {ownsite. Land is also
required there for reercation purpeses and
for'a hall site. The people who are there
have a right to these conveniences. As o
Class A reserve it is quite uscless.

Mr. Troy: There are no fettlers there,

The PREMIER: There are. [ ask the
House to agree to the Bill.  The requests
contained in it would not be advanced un-
less we knew that it was right o put them
forward. There will not be interference in
any way with existing rights of the people.
I move—

That the
time.

Bill he now rend

Hon, W, (", ANGWIN {North-Fast Fre-
mantle) [5.107: With regard to the first re-
serve mentioned in the Bill, [ notice that the
member for the district in which the aren i
sitnated is not in hia place in the HHouse to
tell us whether the residents of the distriet
{lesire that the excision should he made from
the reserve.  There is no doubt it is ueces-
sary that wear the foreshore there should he
Iand reserved for the use of the people in
years to come. Those who visit our beaches
must have spaces on which to have their
picnies or to eamp.  We know, teo, that
owing to the fine sand on these beaches it
iz mot possible to camp too elose to the
water, and therefore it is necessary for them
to go back to some extent.

The Premier: They will not be interfered
with at all

a second -
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Llon. W, G ANGWIN: 1 notice that a
good deul of levelling has beca done on the
hills at Bunbury, and we should he ecareful
about giving away portions of our Class A
reserves. The time will come when Western
Australian will cavey a big population, and
when every bit of the reserves will be maile
use of by the peaple. It wonld be a pity if
iy of the reserves around Bunbwry were
spoilt by having areas excised from them.

The Premier: This one is & long way back
fiom the beaeh.

Hon. W, U, ANGWIN: Bunbury itself is
not very far from the heach, 1 hope the
Premier has piven the matter every consid-
erition, to see that the future population of
the Btate will be proteetadd.  With regard to
the reserve at Abhany, why eonld it not be
hunded over to the countil withont altering
its classifieation? It is not se long ago since
Iarlinment was asked to hand over a portion
ol the narional park as a site for a sana-
torinm  for consumptives.  The recommenda-
tion eanme from the highest medieal suthori-
ties, Imt Parliaoment refused it. hecanse it
was a Class A reserve, amd beeause as such
it had to continue as a veserve for foture
generations.  1f the aren at Emu Peint ean
he taken out of the Class A veserve without
the eonsent of I'arliament, the conneil eould
get it hunded to them in fee simple.

The Premier: Tt is o long way from the
town,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T know where it is.
T'eople can camp on an F* A" reserve.

The Premier: Nao.

Hen, W, €, ANGWIXN: Yes.
at Nottnest and Crawley,

The Honorary Ainister: One is a reserve
for speeinl purposes, and this is a reserve for
lioronia,

TMon, W, (", ANGWIN: T am afraid if it
is taken away as a (lass ‘A’ reserve, it will
ceventually cense to he a reserve at all

Mr. Hudson; 1t will he removed from Par-
linmentary control.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier should
see whether there is not some means of re-
taining this for the people for all time.

The Honorary Minister: You have to
came fo Parliament to alter the purpose of
% elass AT reserve.

Hon, W, (0 ANGWTN: This is asking for
it fo e altered from a Class A" reserve.
The powers of Parliament over it will he
gone, The Dalkeith estate at Claremont wns
pmrchased out of loan money and made a re-
serve to be held for the people for all time.
The estute is on the river and was o lbeau-
fiful place, The Government are now selling
it and putting the money into revenue, al-
thongh it was purchased with loan money.
The same thing may apply to this reserve.
With regard te Yardarine, if the Minister
for Werks would only look into his depart-
wment, ke would probably find that almost half
of the State had been declared a water re-
80OrYe,

The Honerary Ministery
I'I'A-J,

They camp

Not as a class.
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Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Works is probably the largest landholder in
the State, because of.the fact that areas are
continually being sct aside as water reserves.
I{ a departmental officer thinks there is
water on o certain spot, a reserve is at once
wade. I have no objection to the Bill, but
we should be careful how we take away from
the people reserves that have been set apart
for their use. )

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) [5.20): I am
always suspicions when Bills of this charace-
ter, changing the objects of reserves, are
brought forward. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) sug-
gested that there is a great tendeney on the
part of the Puoblic Works Department to
erente too many water reserves. If he kpew
the country ns well as other people do, he
would know of what advantage it is to sct-
tlers to have wuter adjacent to railway sid-
ings.  He would know that it is frequently
necessary to have reserves made in places
that bave heen yuite overlooked. | always
objeet to a vreserve at a railway siding
being  anulled. If it has been created
in the first place as a water reserve, and
there is no wnter upon it, it is always pos-
sible to sink a dam and conserve water there.
Yeurs ago the P'ublic Works Departiment had
dams put down at a number of agricultural
sidings. These have been of great advantage
te the people. [t may be argued that be-
couse no people live at a siding, a reserve
there ik not nceessary. I would point out
that settlers cart their produce to the siding,
and it is essential that they should have a
reservd upen which to camp and' from which
to obtain water, T have had oeension to
make representatious to the Lauds Depart-
ment for the making of reserves along the
Murehison railway. In the early days the
pastoralista did not objeet to people eamp-
ing at the siding, but as the back country
was taken up, and more teams ecame into the
siding, the pastoralists did objeet. Beeause
of that I have been compelled to make repre-
sentations for the creation of reserves where
none previously cxisted. From the little
knowledge I have «f Yardarino, I shonld say
that therc weore no railway cottagea there.
Thiz siding serves the late Sam Phillips’ es-
tate, eomprising about 10,000 acres. Unless
the Government desire to pnrchase the es-
tate, there is mo necessity to aunul the re-
serve oad cut it up into towusites. Whilst
this exists as one cstate, there is not much
room for a townsite. The Premier says that
there are railway men there.

The Premicr: Not a large wmnber.

Alr. TROY: The railway men camp at
the next station, Irwin, where there are
springs.

The Premier: The request is a reasonable
one, ¢

Mr. TROY: I do not want to see the re-
serve annulled. The time may come when
it will he necessary to have a reserve there.
Tf the Premicr desives to have a portion of

it taken out for townsite blocks, I would
have no objection, but I am mot agreeable
to annulling the whole area.

The Premier: I do nol know why a class
““A’7 reserve was ever nade there,

Mr. TROY: The people who wonld be em-
ploved on the Yardarino station would all be
fliving at the homestead.

The Honorary WMinister: I think it wng
made R reserve in error.

My, TROY: In all probability the estate
will e purchased later on and subdivided,
and a townsitc may then be necessary, The
Premier has not made out a good ecase for
the annulingnt of the reserve.

The PREMIETR (Hon, J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham—in reply) [5.26]: I do not think it
was intended that we should retain more land
than was necessary to make vse of the road
which hail to be congtructed to the foreshore
at Bunbury., We have been fairly eareful
in picking ont reserves throughout the State.
T hope that eare will always be exercised.
T agree with the member for North-East Fre-
mantle that there are many reserves in the
country which are not needed for the pur-
pose tor which they were sct aside. Every
clanse of this Bill should be passed, heeausc
every propusal is o mecessary one,

Question put and passed.
Bilt reail a second time,

In Committce. .
Ar. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
¢harge of the Bill.
Clange I—agreed to.

Clanse 2—--Area of reserve ‘‘A’? 7655 re-
duced :

Alr, LUTEY: This has been spromg upon
the Committee. We showld be very care-
ful how we denl with elass ‘A’ reserves.
I should like to hear what the Minister for
Works has to sny with regard to this Bill,
and alse to have the opinions of the Minister
for Mincs and the member for Bunbury. 1
kave always oppesed the giving away of these
¢lass *¢A 77 regerves, I do not see fhat there
is any neeessity for the measnre to be dealt
with straight away, and T oppose the clavse,

Clanse pnt and passed.

Clauses 3, 4—ngreed to.

Clause 5—Reserve AT469 annulled:

Mr, TROY: I move an amendinent—

That the clause be struck out.

T do not know what is behind the proposal
to annul the Yardarino reservo. I do not
know of any people who are living there.
There are gome railway men who work there
oceasionally but they live at Trwin Siding,
some distance away where there is a beau-
tiful supply of water. They are employed
by the Midland Railway Company and are
allowed to camp on the compiny’s property.
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The Premier: They are human beings and
they ask for a block

Mr. TROY: If we find that thers is any
inquiry for the reserve, we can deal with the
matter later on. It is not vital and urgent
and T suggest we delete the clauge.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T oppose the clause. in
time Yardarino reserve will be cut np and it
is certain that it will not be used by rail-
way wen at the present time. They are liv-
ing away from this portion of the district
amt if they desired a townsite, I conld un-
derstand it. The Bill, however, proposes to
annul the reserve.

Mr, HOLMAN: We should have more in-
formation regarding the annulment of this
reserve, We should have information as to
how many people are there and for what
purposes the land is to be used. The Pre-
mier hoa stated that the people want a foot-
ball ground and alse that they desire to put
up a hall. T understand that there
are only two or three people who live
in the vieinity and the Premier’s ex-
planation has been somewhat nmnazing.
We ghould have some information as to
whether there is a desire to have a town-

site there and whether this reserve s
necessary.
Mr. MALEY: T should like to koow

whether the local authority has been con-
sulted regarding the annulment of this re-
gerve.  ‘There are only half a dozen people
up therc at most, and a reserve of 120
acres scems to be altogether out of propoer-
tion, The land in the reserve is some of
the finest in tho State.

Hon. T. Walker; Have you made any
representations to the department to bave
the reserve cancelled? )

Mr. MALEY: Nonc at all.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Members
who have spoken are no fully advised as to
the position.  There is a Yardarino siding
and further on, what is kunown as Irwin
Biding, As Busselton is still known to
many people as the Vasse, so Irwin Siding
is named on the plans Yardarine. Hon.
members will therefore realise that the re-
sorve referred to is to be situated where the
member for Mt. Magnet and the member
for Geraldton say it is preferable one
should he established. Tt is the people
te whom those members have referred
as  living at lrwin Biding who Tave
actually asked for the reserve. I do not
know why this particular reserve was set
aside for water purposes. The residents
have asked that a townsite should be de-
elared and that it should be situated at
Trwin Siding, which is ealled Yardarino.
They ask that this townsite be survoyed
and that the blocks be made available.
They have also asked for 11 acres to be set
aside for recreation and a hall.  This ean-
not be done unless the Class A reserve is
annulled by both Houses of Parliament.
The Governor-in-Councit has no power to
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alter the purpose of a Class A reserve with-
out Purliamentary authority.

Mr. Maley: Why declare a townsite?
What these people want is a recreation
ground.

The FIONORARY MINISTER: They want
a townsite too.

My Maley: Tt is not likely to be required.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is re-
quired and they have a right to it. The
member for the district, Mr. Gardiner, sup-
ports the request.

Mr. TROY: If the explanation of the
MHonorary Minister is correct, the confusion
has arisen hecause the Yardarino reserve is
not at the Yardarino siding. The Yardarino
that I know is a siding a considerable dis-
tance from the Trwin,

The Honorary Minister :
seen from the map,

Mr. TROY: At the Irwin there is a
number of settlers and an abundant supply
of water, If this rescrve is at the Irwin
siding, I have not the same objection.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not object to rail-
way employees getting a little ground, but
it should hardly be necccssary to make 120
acres available for three men, [ do not
know whether this aren has Dbeen reserved
for boring for coul.

The I’remicer: I wish they could get coal
there.

Mr, WILLCOCIK; It is right on the Irwin
river. Members always require cxception-
ally pgood reasons before consenting to
annul n Class A reserve, Why was this
land declared &» Class A reserve?

The Houorary Minister: All I know is, it
was made a Class A reserve for boring for
water.

Mr, WILLCOCK: We¢ wmust assume that
there was some good renson,

The ITonorary Minister: We ennnot give
the reason why it was made n Class A re-
BeTVE, hut we can give very good reasons why
it should not continve to be a Class A re-
gerve,

The Premicr: They thought that water
could be obtained on it, but failed,

Mr. WILLCOCK: There are many water
reserves whirh are not Class A rescrves.
The Minister wonld be well advised to
report proyress and find out why this was
made 2 Class A reserve.

Mr. MALEY: On this reserve there is
plenty of water without any boring. The
I'rwin spring contains some of the best
water on the Midland line. Tt haa been
suggested that this spring and the apring
at Irra GCully near Mingenew might be
vtilised to supply Geraldton. This reserve
is actually at the Trwin sidieg where there
is considerable settlement, and a recreation
ground is doubtless necessary, but if we
annul thig reserve and do not retnin a
sufficient area for water purposes——

The FPremier- There is no water on this
Tegerve, .

That can be
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Mr. MALEY: 1f that is all the informa-
tion Ministers have, they should serionsly
consider the suggestion to postpone the
clause,

The PREMIER: If the hon, member can
say definitely that there is water on the
reserve, his suggestion would be worth con.
sidering. 1 do not want men to continue
living ingide the railway fence when they
might be living on this land under decent
and comfortable conditions. It is ridiculouns
to talk of taking water from there to
Geraldton, u distance of 40 or 50 miles. It
is cxtraordinary that this reserve should
huve madde a Clugs A reserve, but Cluss A
reserves can be very easily made; all that
is required i» for the Mivister te sign an
Exceutive Council minute. This land was
regerved for water purposes and there i3 no
water., Tt will not be given away, but it
will be a convenience to these people to
huve o recereation ground:-and land to live
on.

Mr. Troy:
regarding it?

The PREMIER: The hon, member may
see all the correspondence. If this spring,
which is te supply Geraldton with water, is
ou gny portion of the reserve, T will under-
take to make it Class A and place it under
the control of the Geraldton people if they
will lay the pipes.

Mr, Troy: It way come to that yet.

Mr. Maley. Have yon consulted the Irwin
road board?

The PREMIER: The road board is
ulways consulted, The member for the dis-
trict has been discussing this matter for
months, :

Mr. Lutey: A show ground is marked on
the map.

The PREMIER: But shows are not held
there, Tt wust bave become a Class A
reserve by mere accident, and it is not
necessary that it should remain so. It is
not nceded for Clasa A purposes, but it is
required for the convenience of these men
who are living ingide the railway feunce.

Mr, HOLMAN: Wc have heard a great
denl about this being a reserve for ‘‘water

,aud Gevernment requirements.’’  What are
the *¢Government requirements’’?

The Premier: Water, '

Mr. HOLMAN: The Honorary Minister
saw that the rescrve was for water, and, be-
cause there was no water on it, he said,
“'The Government &o not want this reserve
for water,”’

The Honorary Minister: We want it for
a townsite.

Mr. HOLMAN: Neither the Premier, whe
introduced the measure, nor the Honorary
Minister, knows anything about the matter.
It would be just as well to admit that fact,
and report progress. One Minister bas said
that the reserve is wanted for a football
ground; but there is a show ground and
recreation reserve of 27 acres just on the
other side of the road from this reserve,

Where is the correspondence
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The CGovernment do not produce the file
bearing on the matter, and the file is especi-
ally neecssary because the [remier and the
Honorary Minister are alike unable to give
any informption.  Government rescrves for
townsitea are to be found all over the State.
The more the Premier speaks about this
matter, the more cvident does he make the
fact that he knows nothing about it. The
annulment of a Class A reserve without some
very good reason first being given for that
course is a very bad prineiple. I move—

That progress he reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Avyas .. .. .. 19
Noes .- .o c.. 18
Majority against .. 8
AYESR.
Mr. Angwic | Mr. Maley
Mr, Chesson | Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willeock
Mr. Hudson Mr, Wllson
Mr. Lutey Mr. Lambert
(Telter.)
NoEsz,
Mr. Angelo S§r H. B. Letroy
Mr. Broun Mr, Mltchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr. Draper Mr. Plckering
Mr. Duft Mr. Piesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Teeadale
Mr. George Mr. Veryard
Mr. Harrizon | Mr. Willmott
Mr, Johnston Mr. Hardwick
! {Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.
Clauge put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bilt reported without nmendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
Legislative Couneil,

the

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
firgt time,

Second Reading.

The TRIEMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) {6.]4] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill proposcs various amendmenta
of the Stamp Act, In the main, it is a Com-
mittee Bill. Tirstly, it proposes that where
a mortgage is given for an unlimited amount,
as is frequently done in eonnection with
banking business, additional stamps may be
affixed to the mortgage instrument for each
additionzl advance made under it. For every
£100 advanced a mortgage must bear stamp
duty to the valoe of 23, 6d. The affixing of
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additional  stamps, proposed Ly this Bill,
will have to be dome immediately an addi-
tional udvance is wade. When a bank’s cus-
fomer signs a mortgage to the hank in ve-
spect of an advanee of, say, £500, he fre-
quently sigus for an unlimited amount. The
stamp doty affixed to the mortgnge for the
first £500 would be 12s. 6d, Then, if the
customer wants another £100 advanced to
him, he must, under the law as it stonds,
sign another mortgage, which mcans a cer-
tain amount of expense and incomvenience.
Under this Bill, if it passes, additional
stamp duty for the further advance of £100,
or whatever the amount may be, could be
affixed to the original mortgage instrument.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.5¢ p.m.

The PREMIER: Before tea I told the
House that, under the Stamp Aet on a mort-
gage which is for an unlimited amount, duty
stamps are affixed which determine what that
amount shall be. I ask the House to agrec
that those stamps may be affixed from time
to time to bring up the limit to the amount
of the loan. When a man goes to a bank
and borrows £500, the Stamp Act says the
security must be supported by a stamp valued
at 12s. Gd. He makea it up to 12s. Gd., and
when he borrows another £100 I ask the House
that a further duty stamp of 2a. Gd. he
affixed, This will obviate the meed for a
second mortgage. It can only be of advan-
tage to all concerned, to the man who gives
the mortgage and to the bank which takes
it.

Mr. Pickoring: Will not that reduco yonr
revenue§ .

The PREMIER: No, under the clause the
stamp sold must be affixed when the addi-
tipnal advance is made, just as an original
document must be stemped. It will not in-
terfere with revenue. It is a reasonable pro-
vision and one which ought to be readily
agreed to. There can ba no reason for com-
pelling a borrower to go to unnecessary ex-
pense. As the Aet now stands, he must go
to unnccessary expense if he wishes to in-
crease his loan, There is in the Bill another
clanse which provides that when a draft is
drawn uwpon some person in Western Aus-
tralia by some person outgide of Weatern
Augtralia, before it is presented for accept-
gnce it must bear s duty stamp. To-day the
Act provides for the stamp duty on foreign
bills to Ve affixed before the payment of the
draft. Tt is suggested that these stamps
ought to be affized before the draft is ae-
cepted. In 1918 the stamp duty on convey-
ances and transfers was increased from 10s.
to £1. This only continnes to June, 1921.
We ask now that it be continued until 30th
June, 1924

Mr. Hudson: You requite 2 new Stamp
Act. Why make the period so long?

The PREMIER: We shall certainly have
a consolidating Btamp Act very soon. I
have no cbjection to reducing the period.
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Hon, W. C. Angwin: Why not make it per-
manent#

The PREMIER: I do not think it shouid
he made permanent. Then there is a clanse
legalising the handing over of choques and
other documents at a clearing house from
bank to bank, Of course they do not give
a stamped reecipt now; nor should they. The
banlk reccives cheques and documents drawn
on ancther hank and makes an exchange
through the clearing house. The receipt is
not stamped now. This clanse merely legal-
ises the practice.

Mr. Lambert: Tf one bank is handing
money to another bank, is not a stamped
receipt givenf

The PREMTER: No, certainly not; it is
merely for the econvenience of the publie.
Who would pay for the stamp on a clearing
document?

Mr. Lambert: But suppose
drafted,

The PREMYER: All these things have borne
stamp duty once. Every draft, every cheque
is stamped. We must be careful not to un-
necessarily penalise those cogaged in trade.
It would be ridiculous to suggest a stamped
receipt for a document of that sort. There
is another provision. To-day wages np to
£5 per week are exempt from stamp duty.
We propose that piece work also shall be
exempt from stamp duty where the earnings
are not more than £5 per week. Hon. mem-
Lers know that many people are engaged in
piece work jobs, which are really wages jobs.

Mr. Chesson: Or small eontracts,

The PREMIER: No, but piece work
where the money carned is not more than
£5 per week. We bring them into line with
ordinary wages conditions. Again, to-day
any money given for patrictic or charitable
purposes, the result of an appeal is exemt
from stamp duty. I propoese that such money
shall be exempt from stamp duty whether tha
gift is the result of an appeal or not. Another
provision refers to the case of a transfer of o
mortgage, which may be for £10,000, being
given by way of seccurity for, say, £1,000.
Under the existing law the stamp to be
affized to the document which is intended to
gecure the advance of £1,000 must be at the
rate of 1s, per cent., or & total charge of
£5. If it werc an ordinary mortpage it
would be at the rate of 2s. 6d. per £100,
The Aet says the stamp duty shall he
caleulated at the rate of 1s. per £100 on the
original mortgage. That is obviously un-
fair., Tf a man wishes to borrow agninst
security he should not have to pay more than
he wonld pay if he were giving an originnl
mortgage apainst property. Apain, to-day if
money is paid into a bank to the credit of n
third person, the bank must stamp the re-
ceipt. The obligation is npon the bank. T
think that obligation cught to be, not on the
bank but on the man discharging the delt.

Mr. Hudeon: Under the usual policy the
person receiving the money would pay the
stamp duty.

money  is
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"The PREMIER: But this is provided only
if the other man is paying into a bank.

Hon. T. Walker: Why?

The PREMIER: Both interjectors are
lawyers. Tf, as they do, they go to lodge a
bank elaim, received on hehalf of a client,
it will be an obligation on them to stamp
the receipt, which the bank gives them, The
Bili empowers them to deduct the cost of
the stamp from the money paid in. Tf you
pay in an amount requiring stamp duty of
£1, the Bill says you may deduet that amount
from money paid in, and that the stamp
on the receipt, together with the amonnt
for which the receipt is given, shall be a
discharge. It is so casy for a man paying
in to deccive the bank, if the bank, and not
the man who pays in the money, is respon-
sibie for the stamp duty. That is wrong., Of
course this applies only if the amount is
paid in to discharge a debt.

Mr. Nairn: .Does that mean in discharge
of a debt only? ’

Hon. T. Walker: How are you to distin-
guish hetween the discharge of a debt and a
mere transferenee?

The PREMTER: Tf a man were handing
in an amonnt af the bank for his own eredit
he wonld not have to stamp the receipt. Tt
is only where a debt is heing discharged
that the stamp shall be affixed fo the ve-
ceipt,

Haon, T. Walker: But bow are you to make
a Adistinction at the bank?

The PREMTER: Somchody must take the
responsibility of stamping the doeument.
We ean make anyhody responsible. At
present the man who reccives the money is
responsible for stamping the rceeipt.

Mr. Hudson: That is the general poliey of
the Act.

The PREMIER: Yes. All that we do
i3 to fix the responsibility on the man pay-
ing in the money. He is given the right to
deduet the stamp duty from the amount.
If it is convenieut to the party discharging
the debt to pay juto the bank, them we say
he must affix the stamp and the amount
can be dedueted. By those means we fix the
responsibility. Tf he likes to take the
amount direct to the ereditor, of course the
ereditor will give him 5 receipt. How can
the bank tell whether & man be really in the
employ of a customer, or whether he is dis-
charging a debt? I do not see how we can
expect the bank to diseriminate, and T have
had some banking experience,  This will
give ng probably more revenue and will fix
the responsibility where it should be fixed.
We could not possibly charge a bank with
earelessness. No doobt the tellers would
have done their best. There 4 another
elause in the Bill whieh will ne doubt in-
tercat the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Hnd-
son), We provide that where money is re-
ceived on behalf of the client, or where aman
asks an agent to colieet for himn, u reecipt
is given in the first instanae, it may be for
o considerable sum of money. That is o be

the only stamped receipt in connecticn with
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the transaction. Say a salieitor collects
£1,000 on behalf of a client he must give a
receipt when he gets the money and thas
reecipt must be adequately stamped, but
when he pays over the money to the client
we say that o penny stainp will sutfiee.

Hon, T, Walker: Why a penny stamp? Tt
eannet be for revenue purposes.

The PBEMIER: Merely in order that
there may be a cheek. I do not think that
double duty should be levied in these cir-
cumstanees.

Hon. T. Walker: You eertainly should not
demand a penny stamp when the money is
paid over by the lawyer,

The PREMTER: There is another eclause
which will give the right of appeal against
assessments of duty by the Commissioner.
This provision is found in every other
Stamp Aet in Awustralia. Whilst we think
that we have a elear and simple law, and &
law that anyone can mdminiater, it iy o fact
that there is a good deal of trouble abount
the adminigtration of the Stamp Aet.

Hon. T, Walker: You go to Mr. Black, in
the Treasury, or the Taxation Department,
and from him to the Commissioner, and then
perhaps baek apain to him.

The PREMIER: The excreise is good for
you,

Hon., T. Walker: It may be for me hut
not for the client,

The PREMIER: Some oxtraordinary
things ean happen wuder the Stamp Aet. A
ease came before me recently where carbon
copies were taken of nn agrecment. The
original was signed, of course, Under the
Act each copy must bear a stamp. Peopls
who take agreements do not know of this
and if they were compelled to pay under
the law, it would mean a great deal of
moncy, apart, of ecourse, from a consider-
able sum for fines. Tn any ease it was never
intended that carbon copies should be
stamped. Under the Act there is no ehance
of appeal. I do not suppose anyone will
ohject to that clause, hecanse these stamps
run inte big figures, I move—

That the Bill be now read o
time.

On motion by Hon. T. Walker, debato
afdjourned.

second

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

All stages,

On motion by the Premier, Bill intro-
duced and read a first time.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and
rezd recommending the Bill
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [7.55]: This Bill provides for an in-
crease in the salary of the Public Service
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Cuommissioner from £850 to X1,000. The
galary of the Commissioner was originally
fixed 13 vears ago when the work was much
lighter than it is at the present time. Even
before the death of Mre Jull the advisable-
ness ot inereasing the salavy attached to
this office was under econsideration, but i
consequence of the war, nothing was done,
The doties of the Comntissioner have in-
creased to a considerahle extent. There are
more men employed in the service, hat apart
from that, the Commissioner has to deal
with gquestions of swlary and many othors,
There is a great number of cmployees in the
¢ivil serviee and it is vight that Ministers
shonld not everlastingly be discussing ques-
tions that arise out of the cmployment of
these people. Some little time back  so
many questions arose that if was found
necessary  to  appeint  agsistants  to the
Commissioncr.  Theve are numerous matters
which regoire attention.  For instanee, if o
man is injured, investigations must be made
in regard to what onght to be done; the
man’s position or the position of his family
must be inguired inte,  These and many
other details caunot e attended to by Min-
isters.

Mr, Vickering: How long has the present
Commissioner filled the position?

The PREMIER: [Four yeurs. 'There are
many in the serviee who are entitled to con-
sideration as well as to some extent protee-
tion. The funetions of the office have in-
creased considerably in recent years and the
present occupant of the post, since he has
filled it, has proved himself fo he a eapable
and in cvery way suitable officer. He is fair
to everybody and is well able to judge what
shonld be done. The salaries paid to ocen-
pents of similar pogifions in three of the
Eastern States are greafer than the salary
paid in Western Australia.  Tn Vietoria the
snlary of the Commissioner is £1,230, in
Queensland—it is a new appointment there—
the salury is &£1,250 with a maximam  ef
£1,500 and in New South Wales, where they
do things hetter than in any other State, the
chairman of the board of three Commis-
sioners receives £2.500, and the other mem-
bers veceive £1,400 each.  The dutics of the
Public Service Commisgioner are diflicult and
arduous, and at times they are certainly not
at all pleasant to perform. A wman needs to
be experieneed to be able to do the work
and unless he does the work well, endless
trouble must follow, T have reeently had 18
months cexperience of the present Commis-
stoner and before that T had an experience
of a C(ew months of his work, and T ean
honestly  say  that he has discharged the
duties of his office in an entirely satisfae-
tory manner. T move—

That the Bill be
time.

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN (North-East 1re-
mantle) [8.0]: The present Public Serviee
Commissioner is a first class man. When the

now read oo second
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appointment was made I knew of no officer
in the service Letter able to fill the position.
As things are, however, in the publie ser-
vice, we scarcely know where we are.  The:
Comuniggioner has two deputy Commissioners,

The Uremier:  Temporarily.

Tlon, W, (', ANGWIN: They have heen
femporary for a long time,

Mr. Nairn:  They will be there for the
next five vewrs.

Tlon, W, (0 ANGWIN:  Then we have i
third  conmnissiouer.  The under secretaries
of departments are apparvently not wanted nt
all; they are put intv the office of the Com-
missioner, My, Trethowmn has iately been
appointed to another position,

The Premier: He is anly acting.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: There are many
honrls appointed to fix ceriain- matters.

The Premier:  We have alwuys had the
Civil Serviee Appenl Board, |

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN:  They were ap-
pointed to fix the eonditlions, and now they
fix salaries, travelling allowances and all
ather allowances.  Travelling expeuses and
living expenses have gone up considerably,
and salories are Jess to-day than they were
four years ago owing to the increase in the-
rost of commodities. 'We should, therefore,
he just to officers in the service. Tt would he
hetter it we bad one baard to denl with the
whale position, At present we have boards to
fix snlaries, other bourds tu review the sai-
aries fixed, and we have continnal turmoil
from Monday to Saturday from onc cnd of
the serviee to the other.

The Tremier:  There is no donbt about
that,

Han, W, ¢ ANGWIN: Aluch of this tuy-
moil and discontent is cansed by these boards.
Good as (he Public Serviee Commissionor is
e will never give satisfaction to all; he must
do what he thinks right for all concerned.
There ts no doubt his salary conld he in-
crcased.  Ie reeeives Tess than  commis-
sipners in the other States do. [T he receives
this incvease he may be more content in his
position, aml may he inclined to deal more
leniently with some who are in a lower paid
position,

My, PICKERING (Sussex) [84]: T am
witlt the Government in their desire to re-
munerate the Poblie Service Commigsioner at
n higher rate, but would draw their attention
to the grave financial position we arve in. Tn
afdition to the Commissioner himself there
are three or four assistant commissioners. T
shouldl Like an assuranee from the Premier
that this sort of thing will be curtailed. Tt
is the goneral wish of the Tousc that there
showld he re-organisation in the eivil serviee,
Imt  ionstend of that increnses are taking
place.  Tf we pass this Bill we should re-
ceive an assurance that there will be a re-
organisation of departments and a reduetion
instead of an increase.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.5]: The
Premier said that in New South Wales they -
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did things very much better, that they had
three commissioners, and that all were well
14id.  This caused me to wonder why in
bringing down this brief measure to justly
ruise the snlarv of the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner the Government did not bring in
the reform which is so admittedly good, as
indicated by the Premier. For the peacefui
working of the public service we require more
than one mun, more than the simple will of
ene man,

Hon. W, . Angwin: We have several.

Hon. T. WALKER: Al the others arc
jrresponsible, wo to speak.  They are tem-
vorarily put into the position. The member
for North-Eust Fremantle suggests that the
Commisginner has two assistants, By the
f rolongation of their temporary employment
theso two assistants have become almost per-
manent. We have boards appeinted here and
there, and inquiries here and elsewhere, and
there is np end to the expense, We are not
saving moiey to the State by having one man
as the nominal head, as Mr, Simpson is, and
paying him poorly. Mere is an opportunity
Tor reform. We should imitate the example
of New South Wales,

Mr, Pickering: Only in that respect?

Hon. T. WALKER: And in many others
that are good. Tn some respects we might be
able to teach New South Wales, 1t wonld be
u mood thing to follow them in the selection
of commissioners. We cannot expect one
man to have a full and complete grasp of the
varieties of work in conueetion with the eivil
service,  There are the professional and
clerieal divisions. One wan may be excellent
in his judgment as to the standard of em-
ployment required for the elerienl division,
but may have neither knowledge, sywmpathy,
vnderstanding, nor conception about the pro-
fessional gide.

Mr, Harrison:
of departments.

Hon. T. WALKENL: Tt is one department.

Mr. Harrison: We have boards by the
8c0Te.

The Premicr: The I.AB., for instance.

Hon. T. WALKJIR: One man has to take
tho full reaponsibility for the adjustment of
all the changing circumstances of the civil
service. No onc mam can give satisfaetion
even to himsgelf, let alone to the service.

Mr. Hudson: That argument applies with
equal foree to the Commissioner of Railways.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, and the principle
has been admitted in his case.

The Minister for Works: But not put into
practice, as it should be,

Hon. T. WALKER: XNo. The Minister
for Works has some knowledge of that ser-
vice, What applies to the railways applies
to the ecivil service, Thare are just the same
complieations in that service as in the eivil
service.  We ought to tackle the question
fairly. 1 shall probably be told that we
ought to’lave some consideration for the
exchequer.

Tlieve is o constant inercase

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We ought not te
bave all these appeal boards.

Hon, T. WALKER: Not only should we
get rid of these temporary assistant commis-
sioners who come spasmodically into play,
but we should get rid of ail thess boards and
inquiries which cost so much money. We
should bhave a head commissiouer and pay
him @ good salary, and two other commission-
ers also paid good salaries, thus making them
indopendent of social influcnves without.
This would save the State immense suma of
moncy. 1t would alse dispel discontent hy
bringing about a better adjnstment of thivgs,
and better condnet of the serviee would come,

The Minister for Works: You will never do
it in n creation of cats,

Hon. . WALKER: Not unless homaun
nature tndergoes a change, but we can do o
great deal towards it. There is less frietion
in a service where three eommissioners hold
swny, 'This is an impertant factor. There
is better management and a more general
spirit of contentment in those railway services
where  three  eommissioners have charge,
Three commissioners are not a repetition of
the same mind. Each beeomes an adept in
one partieular branch of the serviee, and at-
tenda to that partienlar brawch.

The Minister for Works: You get more
respect paid to the deeision of throe commis.
sioners than you do to the decision of one,

Hon, " WALKER: That is human nature.
There is always more wisdom in three men
conferring upon a problem that comes before
them.  They can give a Dbetter and more
sound decision by a comparison of views
than one individunal can spontaneously give.
There ia mare likely to be a just deeision
with three men tackling the matter. My
ohject is to do away with all boards, always
leaving the right of appeal even from thres
men. There should never be an absolute elos-
ing of all the doors for apjpeal in a provable
wrong,

Aly, Jdohnston: Does that apply to the Land
Tax?

1Ilon. T. WALKER: T all acts. One
shonld always ke able to appeal against an
injustice, That principle is ome that the
Dritish race prides itself upon. We shouid
e able to improve the administration of the
civil serviee and hwing abont more content-
went i we had three commissioners inste:d
of one. and paid them all a good salary.
I shall vote for the seeond reading of
this Bill.  The salary the commissioner has
been  receiving i a  ridiculously low one
Tfor the respousibility attached to his offive.
We cannot expect to have good serviee if
we ouly give poor pay. A person working
with a knowledge that he is heing imposed
npon hy the State, is not able to give of his
best in the interests of the State, If we
reward services in a niggardly manner those
looking after our. intercsts will feel that
they are ignoved.

The Minister for Works: Docs the same
argoment apply to the legislation which is
brought forward here?
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lon. T. WALKER: In some instances.
Thoe Minister himself has a sense of his re-
sponsibility and the honour and pay which
he rceeives make him use his utmost en-
deavours to merit what the conniry has bhe-
stowed upon him. So it is with others. Iay
a man meinly and we must expect a mean
return.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: We are paid meanly
but we give of our best,

Hon, T, WALKER: But we are not quite
ordinary men, L draw the attention of the
Minister te the necessary improvements I
have suggrested, and I hope that if the pre-
sent Government come back—of course I
hepe they do not come back, but that there
will be a shifting ie places on the floor of
the House—or whichever Government come
back, these nccessary improvements, both in
the interests of the State and in the inter-
ests of the commissioners, will be given
effect to.

.- Question put and passed.
-- Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clavge l—agreed to.

Clauge 2—Amendment of Seetion 87 of
the principal Act:

Mzr. PICKERING: I wonld like the Pre-
mier to give some reply to the remarks which
havo been made regarding the appointment
of these coinumissioners,

The I'REMIER: I think the hon. member
said that we were building up a department
round the Public Service Commissioner. The
Act provides that the Public Service Com-
misgsioner has to be assisted in carrying ont
the work of reclassifying the service. Oececa-
sionally, but not very often, the whole of
the service is reclassified. That is being
done at the present time, and that is why
the two assistant commissioners have been
appointed. The hon, member knows what
that work mears, An appeal board has been
established which will deal with appesls from
the classification.

Mr. Pickering: Yomu do not think that
there is neecessity for three commissioners per-
manently, do you?

The PREMIER: I think it might be a
good thing if we get the right men who conld
devote their time to the departments. It
is certainly necessary to have more than
the Public Service Commissioner himself at
the present time,

Clange put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendmcnt and the
report adopted.

Road a third time and transmitted tc the
Legislative Couneil

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT ACT.

All stages,

Introduced by the Attorney Geperal amd
read a first time.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hen. T. 1.
Draper—West Perth) [8.23] in moving the
second reading said: This is a short Bill
te amend the Transfer of Land Act. It is
introduced for the purposa of economy. The
Commisgioner of Titles has brought under
the notice of the Government the faet that
by this simple amendment a good deal of
work can be saved and also a congsiderable
amonnt of expense. TUnder Section 87 of
the preseat Aect when a transfer of land
is made of the whele of the land comprised
in the certificate, the transfer can be en-
dorsed on the original certificate kept by
the Lands DPepartment, a like endorsement
mads on the duplicate, ond the duplicate
handed to the tranaferec. An exeeption, how-
ever, was made when the Act was passed
which provided that in the vcase of a title
dealing with tenaney in common, when it
wag created or cancelled, the original certi-
fleate was kept in the department and can-
colled, and a fresh eertificate was issued, Tt
is tho jssue of this fresh certificate which
eanses extra work aml additional expense.
After experience of the working of the At
for many years, it has been found that there
is no necessity for this exeception. T dedire
to do away with the exception and the effere-
tive clause whiech will achieve this objeet 1%
Clanse 2 of the Bill. T move—

That the Bill be now read a2 sceond
time,

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarm) |8.267: T apgree
with the Attorney UGenernl that the passupge
of this Bill will efeet cronomy, both in
work and expense, but T would like to have
from the Minister hefore the measuve is
passed, information from those who are
really administering the Act in the Titles
Office. I take it from the explanation of
the Minister that his information bas coma
from the Commissioner himself. The Com-
missioner has not been actively engaged in
conducting the affairg of the Titles Office
and, while I have cvery respect for his
opinion, I think that we should have some
information’ from those who are actnnlly
earrying on the work. Tt is quite possible
that the Commissioner may be intucnced
by considerations of cconomy, wherens those
actually working in the office may have
views regarding the necessity for keeping
this exception in the Aet. The exception is
contained in tho existing Vietorian Act,
and in other measures as well. In the bedy
of the title, the right of the owner is ex-
pressed, and it is in that portion that the
tonura is given of the property. If the title
is altered by the endorsement, it may lead
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tu complieations, It is hardly in keeping
—1 give this opinion off hand, as I have not
had much opportunity of looking the matter
up—with the intentiou of the Aect, or,
rather, T am doubtful whether the title can
bo properly expressed by an endorsement
giving the title to tenants in common apart
ftom the body of the instruwment itself,
Possibly the Attorney Gemneral can give
some information regarding this matter be-
fore the second reading of the Bill is
earried.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
XNarrogin) [8.28]: I coogratulate the
Attorney General on  submitting this

mensere for the purpose of bringing about
weonomies in the departiment, which iy
making a profit of over £20,000 a year, I
understand that owing to the absgnce of
proper Gre-proof buildings and safes a great
many records, ineluding those referred to in
this measure, are being stoved to-day under
the present Supreme Court buildings. X
would like to know whether the Govern-
ment propose to comstruet proper fire-proof
buildings for the storage of these doeu-
ments, -

The Minister for Works: The matter has
been fully considered,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL {(Hon. T. P.
Druper—West Pertb—in reply) [8.28]: The
member for Williams-Narrogin was given
information regarding this matter upon the
disenysion of the Hstimates. The Goveran-
moent are fullv awore of the position regard-
ing the Lauds Titles Office at the present
time, and are folly cognisant of the unsatis-
fartory condition of affairs there.

JHlon. T, Walker: It wns overerowded five
yoeard ago.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: T caunot
speak with expericnee on what was the
position five Years ago, but it is undoubt-
elly gvercrowded now., The position will
be remedied as far as the finanees will
allow.  This matter has been the subject of
correspondence  between myself and the
Public Works Department for some time,
and if members could sce that correspond-
enee it would be interesting to them.

The Minister for Works: Members would
not require matches to light cigars if they
got hold of that correspondence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The point
rnised by the membor for Yilgara is no new
nmatter. Reference waa made to it on the
files bhefore T had anything to do with the
department, and I will say that I have every
cenfidence in the recommendation made by
the Commissioner of Titles from his know-
ledge of the working of that office extending
over a good many years. He makes a recom-
nmendation and T do not know that it would
be ineumbent on me, or proper of me, to go
behind a recommendation made by him as
head of that department, It las been said
that wo alteration has been made in the Aects
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in the other States. I think that is correct,
but I do not know that that is any reason
why we should not make an alteration. I be-
lieve that no inconvenience will be caused by
this alteration. A temant in ¢ommon is en-
titled to ohtain a separate certificate as re-
gords his interest and that seperate certifi-
cate should show what his interest is. So
far as he is concerned, there will be no
difficulty.

Mr. Hudson:
wighed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No doubt
he will. It might have been thought awkward
originally to have all the endorsements made
an titltes transferred by two joint tenants to
tenants in ¢ommon by reason of it not being
a straight-out ownership, and that it was
better, where o transfer was made, to de-
stroy the original certifieate nnd issve a fresh
onc. From a practical point of view [ know
of no objection. If the member for Yilgarn
(Mr. TTudson) can point to an ohjection, I
am prepared to consider it.

Mr. Hodson: T only suggested the possi-
bility of one.

The ATTORXNEY
imagine any.

Question put and passed.
Bill read o second time,

He could get it nmow if he

GENERAL: T eannct

Tn Committee, cte.

Tl passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and the
report adlopted.

Reacdd a thivd time and transmitted to the
Conneil,

BILL—TAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Read a third time and tranamitted to the
Conneil,

LLOAN ESTIMATES, 1820-21,
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 1st December; Mr,
Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Treasurer
in chargo of the Vote.

Vote—Departmental, £56,917:

Hou, W. ., ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.39]: Members will notiec that
a very large amount is provided in this
yoar’s Loan Estimates, Whether it has any-
thing to do with the forthcoming general
clections, T am not in a pesition to say.

The Minister for Works: Nothing like
that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: “When we look
through the Loan Estimates, we realise that
it is difficult to find onc electoral district
for which something has not been provided,
and there is a possibility of anyone coming
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to the conclugion that the KEstimates have
been prepared in such a way that members
can go to their constituents and point out
what the Government intend to do for their
pacticular distriets.

The Minister for Works: You acknow-
ledge that we have heen very impartial,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I admit that there
iy something for every member. This might
be all right for members, but we have to ask
ourselves whether it is alfl right for the
State.  We are sent here to take charge of
the expenditure, that is when we have an op-
portunity, but, unfortunatily, we have had
very little say in the wmatter for some years
past,  However, we are supposed to take
charge of the cxpenditure and see that it is
applied in the hest interests of the State.
With the exception of one year during the
regime of the Labour Government, the amount
provided on these Estimates is larger than
that provided in any year during that period.
In 191112 the amount expended by the
Labour Government was a little larger than
the amount provided on this year’s Esti-
mates, but we were in a peculiar position at
that time. Parliament had been cleeted the
year before, and the Government in that year
had passed a very large number of rail-
way measures. The Government of the day
provided something for members to place be-
fore their constituents, just to show what
the Government intended to do if they were
reurned {o power.

The Minister for Works:
an old dedye.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIX: Yes, and the Min-
ister knows all about it. ‘This is not the
only [louse that does such things. Never
before in the history of this I’arliament were
%0 many new rtailways authorised as in the
session prior to the general clections of 1911,
but the people saw through the Government’s
intentions, and they did not exhibit confi-
denee in the ability of the Govermment to
carry out the works proposed.

The Minister for Works: We were caught
uapping.

ITon. W, ¢, ANGWIX: There was no nap-
ping ahout it. The Government fixed the
time for the elections and everything clse,
but a change of Government took place. The
Labour party came inta power and, as we
always believe in carrying out the promnises
made to electors, we realised that it was onr
duty to scc that the promises made for the
construction of o large number of railways
were fulfilledi , Consequently, the Labour
Government had to spend in 1911-12 a very
large amount by way of Joan moneys for rail-
way constriction. The same thing applied in
the following year. Not only had we to pro-
vide a latge sum for railway construction,
but we had to find o very large amount to
put our exigting railways into proper working
ovder, ‘I _eopld give the reason why it was
uneesssary to do that, .

The Minister. for Works: I left them all
vight. ' . ’

That must be

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 do not wish to
reflect on the Minister. [ belicve that he leit
the railways in perfect condition, but it was
said that by a change of comupissiomers it
would Le possible to save a large sum of
money.

The Minister for Works: That ig right.

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN: Between the time
the hon. member left the railways and the
time when the Labour party took office, the
railways went to rack and ruin, and it cost
three millions of moncey to put them im pro-
per order and te equip them adequately with
rolling stock. In 1917 the loan indchtedness
of this country amounted to £3%,139,676, We
were told by the then Opposition, both out-
side and inside the House, that owing to
onr rockless and extravugant expenditure of
loan moneys, the loan expenditure for many
years to come would have to be eut down te
about one million sterling if the State was to
eseaps bankruptey. Gientlemen who bhave
gsinee become Treasurera made those state-
ments. But now we find the loar indebted-
ness increasing considerahly. On the 30th
June last it amounted to £46,822,003, That
is the effect of the administration of Gov-
ernments who, when in Opposition, said
that Western Australin could not go on
if the regime of the Labour Government
continued, They claimed that their busiress
necumen would cnable the State to carry
through without a loan expenditore exceed-
ing one million pounds per annum.
But they increased the loan indebtedneuss
of this State by £7,682327 in three
years, When the HState was on the
verge of bavkruptey, as we were told, in
1916, the indchtedvess per head of popula-
tion was £109 198 9d. At the end of this
financial year it was £119 13s. 34d., showing
an inereage of £9 133, 64. per head. The
Loan KEstimates placed before us to-night
will probably increase that indebtedness by
another £4 per head of pepulation.

Mr, Brown: The new immigration will
meet that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T may be pessi-
mistie, as I have been told; but I belicve
that immigration will not come largely for
soing years, There is a ship on the high seas
now l;ringing immigrants to Western  Aus-
tralia. That ship is able to earry
1,250 passengers; aml reports  were' pub-
lished  that she would bring ws 1,000
immigrants. I challenge  contradiction
when T say that thore are not more
than 70¢ immigrants for Western Austiraliz
on board that ship, We engaged 1,000 berths
on board thia specially chartered ateamer
for immigrants, and we were not able to
£l them. According to informatton which
has reached me from a reliable source, we
bave not 700 immigrants on board that
steamer. T regret very muel- that the flow
of -jmmigrants is not so large as we antici-
pated,. for we need additional population
to assist us with regard to our indebtedness.
If the .Labour Government had increaged the
indehtedness.-as the nnmerons. Governments
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siuee 1916 have dene, they ecould not have
been condemned for doing so, hecanse fhe
Labour party vealised the necessity for the
cxpenditure of lean moneys in a State like
this, requiring to be developed. They rcal-
ised that it was impossible to get the ncces-
sary moneys for developing the State ex-
«<ept by means of loans. But our friends
opposite condenmned us in every alley of
Western Aunstralia for ovr expenditure of
Joan moneys. They said the State conld
earry on withont any large loan expendituore,
and must carry on without any loan expen-
diture. They said, ‘‘The only chance of
safety for Western Australia is fo put the
Labonr party out of obice, and put us in,
whan everything in the garden will he
lovely.”” But our loan indebtedness increased
last year hy £3,184,927, What a ery there
wig when the Labour party spent three mil-
lions of loan monecy in o year? The numer-
ons Qovernments which have held office in
this State since 1916 have not creeted a sin-
gle monument to their memory with the
excoption of the Bunbury Harbour Works,
which, however, had lieen started hefore the
Labour Government went out of office. The
question of spldier gettlement T dealt with on
the Annual Estimates. T may, however, here
express my opinion that the momey spent
on soldier scttlement would havé Served a
better purpose if it had been dévoted to
elearing lund and Dhuilding homes™ in new
areas, instead of to the purchase of faring
already cstablished. Though it might hawve
been of advantage to the soldier settler to
he put on an establirhed farm, the putting
of him there removed another settler; and
in many cases that settler left the State.

Alr. Jobnston: But the soldiers did better
as it was. . .

Mon, W. ', ANGWTIN: T do not think the
soldiers would have worried mueh so long
ag they bad proper farms to go upon. If
the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement  Aet
had been amended as we on this side de-
sired, farms eould have been obtained for
the soldiers near to existing railways, ob-
tained on land which has never been im-
proved. As hon. memberg are aware, there
are hundreds of thousands of ncres along
our railway knes wutterly unimproved.

Mr. Harrison: Where?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: TUp and down.
Along the Wongan Hills line and the South-
‘Western line. In the hon. member’s dis-
triet. T do wmot necessarily mean immedi-
ately alongride the vailways, hut not far
from the rnilways, That i3 the case in the
hon. memher’s distriet.

Mr. Tarvison: Yon are making a mis-
take as regards the electorate.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No. The trouble
is that people have taken up 2,000 and
3,000 acres of land while they were in a
position to finance only 1,000 acres. Many
“unpsed areas could have been taken from
the present owners, snbjeet to compoensation,
and handed over to the soldiers at low
priees, if the Wischarged Soldiers’ Settle-
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ment Act had bLeen framed as the Labour
party desireds But, of course, our pro-
posal did not suit, It was fair to the ecoun-
try and fair to the soldier, hut it was not
congidered Ffair to the man who had jumped
in at an carly date and ecollared the land.
Glaneing through these Loan VFstimates, 1
finl expenditure proposed for almost every
part of the State. There is one item of rx-
penditure, howcever, fo which I personally
take decided objection at this juneture. The
State cannot afford to cxtend or duplicate
tramlines in Perth just now,

Members: Hear, hear!!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: DParticularly there
ought not to be duplieation of lines when
the cost of material is so high.

Mr. Maley: And that ia not the ouly rea-
son, cither. .

Hon. W, C. ANGAVIN: Tf the jwives of
material were reasonable and had z falling
tendency, T wonld say, “¢Constieet the tram-
ways by all means,’’ But in view of the
cxtremely heavy inereases in the rost of all
construction materialy, the Government
ought to pause before cmharking ou such
oxpenditure. Tn 1814 a wmile of trumway,
eomplete, conid be ikt for approximately
£3,800. To-day the cost is nearly £12,000,
One could censtruet almost six mites  of
railway in the country for the cost of one
mile of tramway in the city.

Mr, Pickering: We will have the rail-
ways, '

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Morcover, the
Government intend not merely to extend the
Perth tramway system—this is only te a
slight extent—Dbut to doplicate  existing
tramwuy lines, These works ecould be pnt
off for a time until there is a possibility
of getting cheaper materinl, Whal dovs a
little congestion in front of the Weld Club

" matter, when it saves duplicating the track

and the putting in of a loopline? What docs
it matter in other parts of the metropolitan
area to put up with the little inconvenience
of a single line of track, in order to avoid
the high eost of materinls? Materinl is fall-
ing, and rails have dropped &7 pec tes dur-
ing the last month or two.

The Miniater for Works: That is aet my
experience,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 have seen two
lists during the last three months showing
that rails have fallen from €44 to £37. We
could defer this expenditure until the price
has further easeil. Tt wight cause a little
inconvenience, bhut it is our duiy to put up
with that inconvenicnee until material | is
cheaper. The Premier said he would have to
pay 61, per cent. for the loans he intemded
to raisc for the works provided on the Lsti-
mates. Anpy cxpenditure incurred to-day
which is nof of urgeat neeessity will have to
earry that G4 per cent. for the next 30 or
40 vears. . .

Mr.. Pickeringt But you might not get the
moncy any cheaper if you waited. .

ITon. ‘W, C. ANGWIN: Would the hon.
member be prepared to lend the momey at a
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lower rate than he could get elsewhere?
When we have to pay sueh a high rate of
intereat we should be earciul about loan ex-
penditore.  When all the noise was made
abont the expenditure of the Labour Gov-
ernment, we were gotting plenty of money
at 34 per cent. Money borrowed to-day
will cost 614 per cent.,, where previously it
cost 3% per eent. Is not that sufficient to
give us panse in regard to large cxpendi-
tured  Nobody can  suceessfully  carry
out peblic works paying 63 per cent.
interest. None Dbut the wmoest urgent
works should be earried out. I do
net  say  that railways should not e
built in plives where jpeople have been
wrgently requiring them for vears past. It
is onr duty to assist those struggling
settlers: T do not say it is not necessary,
in the interests of the producers, that some
of our barbours shonld he extentded wor
deepenal.  Ilarbours are more necessary in
Western Mustralia than are railways. The
nearer @ producer can get to o harbour, the
better for him.  Harbowrs are far better
than railways, because the coat of water
tianaport will in all probability bhe so much
cheaper,

Mr, Harcison: The one is of no use with-
out the ofher.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: XNo, but there is
ne neeessity to rail produce 700 miles if
oneg caa get 4 market within 30 or 40 miles,
Ko doubt we ghall he told the State g all
right, that it can carey a large expenditure
of loan money, because n sinking fund is
there. If hon, members will vefer to the
returng placed beforve them some {ime ango,
they will notiee that one  of our
Jargest loans will fall due in 1927, a loan
awmounting to £2500,000. In that loan our

sinking fund has heen invested to the ex-’

tent of £700,000, So, in all probability, it
will be necessary to sell some other stock
in which the sinking fund is invested,
#ither the stoek of some other country or
our own stock, careying three per cent. and
314 per cent. What is te be the position?
Thig stock will only realise aboot £62, and
if the high rate of interest keeps np, it will
not inerease in valne, Tn consequence, when
our large loan fulls due, inatead of having
£500,000 over the amount, we shall not have
snflicient to take up the loan, beeause the
stock has reduced in value. [t is true, we
have another £300,000 in war lean in Eng-
land bearing five per eent. and 534 per ecent.
That will assist us if we can get rid of the
stock when the fime arrives, bul when we
realise that we have sneh a small amount
in our own stock, we see that we shall bave
to be carcful in extending our loan cxpendi-
ture. The Premier has repeatedly teld us
that our loans are all right, that they are
well invested. This ycar, for the first time,
have I heard bim admit that in respect of
the Labour Government. I am pleased to
sco he i3 progressing in  that respect.
But, as the member for Trwin pointed out
a few evenings ago, we arc relying too
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much on onr sinking fund. 1t is a good
thing. We have more sinking fund than
rll the rest of the Commonwealth put teo-
gether.  But the inerease which we make
year by vear to our sinking fupd is vot
the amount whieh this State is paying.
Lagt wear our sinking fund increased by
£692,170, but all that the State paid was
£314, 442, Tt hos been said that the deficit
is sufficiently acceounted for by the annual
contributions to the sinking fund. But,,
clearly, this is not so. The balance iy made
up by interest on the total umount of the-
sinking fund, 8o instend of one paving
such large annual sems for the purpose of
wiping out our debts—snms the magnitude
of which we have been tokl is  aseribable
to the sinking fund which has to he paid
on the Labour Government's loans—we are
not payiug nearly the amount which the
people ind hun, members are led to believe.
The Governntent this vear have exceeded
themselves in reapect of publie roads to bhe
provided out of loan monevs. On our gem-
cral Estimates and in the Sale of Govern-
ment Property Frost Account, there were
twao very large sums for the maintenance of
publie romds, Tf we add te them the loan
money provided, we have between £80,000
and £90,000 for the purpoese this year.

The Minister for Works: T eould do with
douhle that amount,

on, W, €, ANGWIN: Yes. and the
State eonld (o with ten times the amount
of laan mouey. Bat we have to take the
position as it affects va, I know the Min-
ister couid do with far more, but are we
justified in borrowiug it at n high rate of
interest?  Then there is a large amount for
sewerage, s that weeessary an the metro-
pelitan aren at the present time?

Mr. Biown: Yes.

Hon, W, O ANGWIN: When to-day we
cannot et sullicient warer? Water is more
important to uy just naow than sewerago.
Yet there is nothing here for water, Until
we can get n proper water supply to afford
the peopie of the metropolitan area suffi-
vient water, sewuerage conncetions  sbhowld
rease, becallke we cunnot hiave sewerage
without water, There should he no more
sewerage conncetions until we get an in-
creascd water supply.

Mr., Harrison: The old method of sewer-
age is very costly,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: T am not against
sewerage. [ qn not against connecting up the
whole of the metropolitan area. but T say
it is useless withont water. Yet on the
Estimates not a shilling is provided for
water in the metropolitan area.

The Miuvister for Works: Therc is £37,000
anyhow,

Hon. W. (", ANGWIX: Most of that has
been expended already, .

The Minister for Works: No it has not.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, I looked at
that just now. A lot of the works on that
liat have heen completed for months. No.
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provision is here made for water for sewer-
age purposes. It wounld be far better for
the health of the metropolitan area if all
the houses were connected with the sewer-
age system, but the first essential is water.
Again we have had & very large amount of
money returned from house connecetions
made with the sewerage system, mouey
horrowed prior to 1916. Why should net
thut moncy have been wsed for the same
rarposet  But no, it suits the Government
hetter to take that money under the Sale
of Government Property Trust Aceount and
relicve their revenue expenditure,

Mr. Ifarrison: That has been done by
previous Governments.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Rut ncver to the
sumw extent as during the last two or three
years. No previous Goverpment have had
the same opportunity for deing it.

The Minister for Works: We will spend
iv wisely.

Hop, W, C, ANGWIN: T am not saying
that the Minister will not spend it wisely,
but [ say the prineiple is wrong. I know
the Minister watches his expenditure, 1t is
the prineiple of using loan monexys as
revennge to which T ohjeet. Tt is wrong
to keep continmally going on the maoney mar-
ket hwrrowing for certain works, putting the
money into the Property Trust Aecount, and
using it to relieve the revepne, and then
horrowing for other works of a similar kind.
The svstem is wrong and iz bound to leadd
to disaster, 1 we took the loan expenditure
mud transferred it to  Property Trust Ae-
count the deficit wonld be even greater than
it is, The works on which loan moneys have
heen oxpended should be ahle to provide in-
toroxt and sinking fund. T know of course
that it i8 net possible to earry out works
entirely from revenne, but we should en-
deavour ar far as possible to keep within
Hmits, and not spend the whole of the loan
funds on works which have no chanee of
providing interest and sinking fund. T agree
that the Minister for Works has served every
person fairly so far as the Estimates ave
concerned, bt money i3 dear and we should
remember that there is a possibility of a re-
duction in the price of material.  There-
fore, we should endeavour to persevere as
far as we possibly can with regard to those
nuitters which affect us personally, and stave
off the bigger cxpenditure for a few years
ontil things heeome normal, Tf we do not
follow this course we shall be putting o
halter round our necks.

Mr, PTCKERTNG  (Sussex) [9.18]: Tt
secms to he futile for members to adversely
criticise the Loan Estimates, because every
member is more or lesa responsible for the
amounts which are included on those Esti-
mates,

The Minister for Works:
your criticism, but leot
eriticism.

I do not mind
it be construetive
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Mr. PICKERING: I doubt whether there
iz another member in this Assembly who has
done as wuch ag I have to assist the Minis-
ter to swell the amount on these Estimates,
The clectorate I represent has cvery right
te complain of the non-fulfilment of pro-
mises which have been made so often and
for so long n period. There are many works
in that district which must be undertaken;
they caunot be postponed indefinitely. I may
refer to the Margaret River railway, which
has been promised mow for a number of
years,  TPhe. distriet has been without raile
way communication for 80 years

Hon, T. Walker: Six thousand years.

My, PTCKERING: 1t must be remem-
bered that the scuth-western part of the
Htate has been Qiflicult to settle, and that it
has recveived scant consideration at the hands
of preveding Governments, The works which
arc mentioned i the Estimates so far as
the distriet T represent is econcerned are
fully  wareanted, and therefore [ am not
guing to adversely eriticise items the appear-
anee of which on the Estimates 1 consider
is justified. The items refer to works whicl
are essentinl to the welfare of the distriet.
1t we look at the sum total of the Katimates
we find that it is £3,641,932, OFf that amount
soldier scttlement claims more than half, No
one will quarrel with that, although the mem-
ber for North-East I'remantle (Hen, W, C.
Angwin) has adversely ceriticised the form
of settlement adepted. Tn the interests of
the soldiers themselves (T helieve that that
form was the wisest that conld have heen
followed,  Tlaving had considerable farm-
ing experience in the South-West, [ realise
the difficulty which has coufronted the Gov-
ernment in conneetion with elearing opera-
tions for returned soldiers.  We wmust re-
member that for a considernble period the
State was denuded of the labour that vould
have undertaken that work, Sinee the ter-
mination of the war there have been other
avenues of cmployment which have been more
attractive than the task of clearing our lands.
Anyone who has had anything to do with
farming knows that one of the greatest prob-
lems in connection with it is the absence
of skilled lahour,

The Minister for Works:
any sort of labour.

Afr. PICKERING: The Premicer has always
been an advocate of the poliey which I have
supported, that of scttling virgin lands. We
would have preferred that these lands should
he prepared for rcturned soldiers rather than
the system that has been followed. Wo know,
however, that that was practieally impos-
sible. With regard to the road question,
thiz nceds urgent attention. Roads are vital
to the railway system if that system ia to
he effective. Therefore, although the amount
on the Eatimates may appear to he large,
T consider that every pemny of it, if judiei-
ously spent, will be of advantage to the
people and to the State. T am of the opinion
that many more uwrgent works tham that of

The absence of
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tramway cxtensiens eould be put in hand.
The member for North-Fast Fremantle re-
ferred to the duplication of the line from
the Weld Cluls to the Barrack-street jetty.
[ realise that that will be an improvement,
bt as we have pnt up with the \liffieulty
for 30 long, the work could have nheen fur-
ther delayed without anyone being serionsly
ineonvenicneed.  There is every imdieation
that there is going to be a crash in counee-
tion with the prices of various commodities,
md [ fear that the inuwediate future will
be pregnant with great diffienlfies in  the
way of cmiployment. {1 the indications are
of falling prices, and difficultics so far as
caployment  js  concerued, we  should  ¢on-
gratulate the Government on their wisdom
in making provision for works which will
absorb onr tabour when the contingeney
arisez. [ very muoch fear that that eontin-
geney s not far distant,

My, BROWN (Subiaco) [9.25]: The ques-
tion of sewerage means that n good dexl of
money must he obtained, and that wothing in
the shape of a return will be fortheoming for
a congiderable period, in that there ennnot be
any interest provided until the work has heen
ecampleted. N\ water service for flushing pur-
poses mmst first be provided and main sewers
will have to be constructed. We wmust wake
@t start at some time and it is no use putting
oft the work from year to vear. The olev-
torate T represent has o pupulation of 14,000
people and we have heen told that it will take
£250,000 to £300,000 to carry out sewerage
operations there. T contend that the time has
arrived for us to make a start with the work,
It we eannot have the whole scheme straight
away, the preparatory work shonld he put in
hand without further delay. T hope that from
the money which is provided for in the
achedulo of the estimates, n portion will be
devoted to the work of commencing the sew-
crage works in Subince.  On the subjeet of
tramways extension, the member for North-
Iinst Fremantle strongly objected to the loop
to the Barrack-street jetty. Tle must remem-
ber, however, that it is economy to spead
money if it is desired to save money in work-
ing costs. The same thing applies to the
duplication of the line nlong Rokeby-road from
Bagot-rond to the park gates. We have one
lnop along that ronte and no end of time is
Jost, while there is alse waste in running
gosts. This will cost perhaps o few thousaml
pounds but it will be meney well spent and
the expenditure will reault.in economy. Tt
would appear to me that the wnember for
North-Fast Fremantle is against all exten-
sions of the tramway system. The whole
spirit of povernment to-day in eounection
with the health of the community is to pget
people away from congested arcas and from
slum conditions, The only way to do that ig
to .get out into the districts which are close
cngugh to permit of the extensions of the
tramway gystem, yet far enough awny to
prove of advantage from the health point of
wview. . There are many extensions wanted in
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the metropolitan area, aml in my vwn clee-
terate there are a couple that would pay if
coustrueted. 1w sure they would return in-
tevest and sinking fund from the sday they
began to operate. In Jolimont tiwre is 2
popuiation of 2,000 people all of whem would
avail themselves of the tramway if it were
extended to that district. The duplication of
the line to the XNedlands heach is unother
matter that deserves immediate consideration,
The present tramway arrangentent~ are a dis-
grace.  Cars are crowded from morning until
night. The population is inereasing rapidly
sud the beaeh at Nedlands is proving atteae-
tiv e, aud the faet that there is not o anitalde
service i3 enusiug  a consideralde  loss  of
revenue,

The Minister for
ence to the people.

Mr. BROWXN: The Government will he
justified in careying oot extensions te thoze
plaves where there is o fairly large popula-
tion, even with the preseut high eost of mu-
terial and labounr, The tramuway service at
the present time is far from heinyg satisfac-
tory, and in spite of the pessimistie utter-
ances, the work of extending the lines to
those places where the extensions are re-
guired shoulid he put i hand.  We want to
give people an opportunity te get away from
the towns, It is far healthier for them to be
in the ontlying districts. 1f we nre going to
limit the- arca of residential pozxitions in the
metropelitan district to that aren covered hy
the existing tram lines, we shall not fail to
have eongestion, and an inerease in the slnm

Works:  Awl irconveni-

conditions which unfortunately exist in the
inctropolitan aren to-day.
Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth) |[#30]:

While cougratnlating the member tor North-
Eust Fremantle on his erviticism of the Loan
Estimates, I must also congratulate the Gov-
crnment on having placed £87,000 there feor
tramway extensions, [ regret the amount
was not doubled. It has been within the
knowledge of members within the last 20
years that Tremantle has been spoon fed by
the varions Govermments, Now that a pal-
try swa has been placed on the Estimates
for the development of the metropolitan area,
the ehampion of the port of Fremantle feels
a certain amonnt of jealousy. T beligve there
is on the Estimates an amount esceceding
£40,000 to be spent on the port -of Freman-
tle, We emnnot enll it 4 sop, dbut it is there
all the same. Tn the important eélectorate
of Tnst Perth we conld do with another two
or three miles of tramway oxtension. The
Terth tramways ave not & lesing proposition
Lot a payable onc. The demands by the
snburbs of Fagt Ierth, Subiaco, North Pertb,
and the ather nwtropohtan Lonshtuencm%
upon the public purse have been very small.

Hon. W. (. Apgwin: We ran the Perth
trams at a loss last year,

Mr. HARDWICK: T cannot take the bon.
member’s word against the bhalanee shect,
which shows a profit,

“The Minister for Works: Of £10,000.
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Alr, HARDWICK: If we can get these ex-
tensions we ure seeking, these profits will
he doubled,

Mon. W, €', Angwin: There is no sinking
fuidd provided for; that yvepresents £12,000
alone,

Mr, TARDWICK: \We must get this money
for the metropolitan area, for we do not
know hut that the Country party muay hold
the halaney of power next year. We may not
et the woney at all then,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: T do not objeet to
extensions, but objeet fo their heing made
now hecatse of the vost of material,

Mr. HHARDWICK: When will it hecome
theayer?

Hon. W. . Angwin: [t is getting cheaper.

Mr. HARDWICK:  Must we wait wntil
that time arrives?

Hom, W, ¢, Angwin: There is nothing
down for tramways in yovr electorate.

My, HARDWICK:  Tromautle membera
have denied to the city proper the rights to
which it is entitled, When tramways are
extended the streets arve improved and are
Letter looked after,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The Government do
that then, ’

Mr. Willcaek: Are you giving us national-
ism or parochialism?

Mr, HARDWICK: T am speaking of what
the metropolitan area is entitled to.  Metro-
peolitan members have for years made saeri-
fiees and allowed the country to be devel-
oped.  Now that they are asking for £30,000
for the improvement of the city they meet
with the vigorous opposition of the member
for North-East Fremantie.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We have spent
£600,000 in tramways during the last five
years, and lost on them every year,

Mr, HARDWICK: T aim delighted that
something like £40,600 is to be spent at Fre-
mantle,

Fon, W, C. Angwin: Tt s not enough. It
is being spent between Rottuest and Fre-
mantle.

Mr. HARDWIURK: It will ouly be another
£40,000 going where mwany other thousands
of poumds have gone hefore.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {(Hon. W.
T. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.35]: T
do mot complain of the eriticism levelled
apainst the Loan FEstimates by the member
for North-Fpst Fremantle. I might raise the
question of his reference to the ecoming cleg-
tion. and to the omissions and commissions
6f the different Governments T have been
connceted ‘with, bat from my peint of
view ‘upon  these question, this s not
necessary at this stage. “We are' con-
sidering‘ these  Estimates from the stand-
point of practical common sense and every-
day life, “The W¥stimates tun into dome-
thigg over 324 wiilions of money, of which
ronghly two million pounds will be required
for eoldicy - ecttlement.  In the vears  that
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have passed soldier seitlement was not even
argamt of.  Whatever mity have heen the
nmissions of Governments for the last four
years, we have to remember that during that
time the problema which have heen eonfront-
ing us have heen very heavy in every res-
peet. [ dlo not deny that the Labour Gev-
cenment had theiv share, but the troubles
they had have heen eamulative on the trovbles
that continuvd to prow cuormously ay the ware
went on, We now have fo face the after-
math of the war, The burden which this,
or tmy other Government which may foilow,
will have to earry for the next deeade will
e such as will eall for the assistancee and
patriotic help of every member of Parlia-
ment.  We have a big liahility confronting
us, We are faced with a situation in whiech
none of us have had any experience. We
have to grope our way through difficulties
almost in darkness. Tt is therefore a pitua-
tion upon which the criticism of normal times
absolutely falls fdat. [ welcome the praeti-
eal porfion of the speech of the member for
North-Bast Fremantle.  1le spoke ahout the
cost of Tails. This is a matter which has
cpused me grave consideration” during the last
two years, and deeper consideration and anx-
iety during fhe last six months. It is neees-
sary to push on with our railways, and yet
T cannot purchase rails at lower than from
£25 to £26 per ton, Only a fow years apo
we were able to purchase the same guality of
raill at from £4 10s. to £7 per ton
It will thus he seen that the Wovernment
charged with the extension of railways must
be careful how they place their orders, lest
they pay too much for their materini. The
hon. member is right when he says we are
facing u falling market, When he makes o
statement of this kind | have no uneed to in-
(quire into it, beeause b know how painstakine
and aceurate he is in all that he dees. Tram-
way rails have dropped from £33 to £37 per
fon. Yet the rails required for our raifways,
which six months ago we could have pro-
cured at something like £21 per ton  de-
livered fob, TFremantle, we cannot pur-
vhage from the Broken Hill Proprietary Co,
whieli is our only sourve of supply, at less
than £22 108, per ton c.i.f. Newcastle, which
will mean £27 per ton ddlivered at store Fre-
mantle.  For our standard line 45-1b, rails
are required, and it tnkes the eguivalent to
%0 tons of rail to construet a mile of line.
For rails alone almost as much money is re-
gnired as in the years gone by was necessary
for the building of the railway itself, inelud-
ing cverything required, When "dealing with
these matters the most careful consideration
must be given to them. T welcome eriticism,
bt T should like members to bear these
points in mind. The member for North-Fast
Fremantle referred to our having to poy
614 per cent. interest on our loans. Tiat is
the case. We must have the money, and we
ennnot get it unless we pay for-it,  He . also
rightly says that we shall ouly::gpt perhaps
A4 or 4 per cent. on the money We lgy out on
our ginking fund.. That prospect.ja.nat a.nive



one.  We must, however, eontinue with our
work, and must provide the work that is
needed to enable settlers in the country to
earry on their husiness with as mmeh facility
as possible. We must also bear in mind that
wherever it can be avoided, wnemployment
must be prevented. We have to tackle big
problems here with the return of onr soldiers,
We shall have a bigger problem in front of
us, if by any means the cirenmstances shovld
be such that those within our gates are un-
able to find profituble employment by means
of which to carn bread for themselves amd
their families,  Althongh it is not good husiness
to horrow at 61y per cont. and have to put
part of the mouney hy as an investment at
415 per cent,, even that must be faced man-
fuily rather than that we shonld have that
spevtre of unemployment in our midst. That
worthl be oty undeing. The hon. member says
we must not plume ourselves too much upon
the reserve we have in our sinking fund in-
vested in London.  The DPremier cxpluined
to the Touss that the sinking fund in connee-
tion with the Coolgawlic Water Scheme had
acecumnlated to sueh an oxtent that it really
wis unnecessary to make any further pro-
vision for it. There was suflicient money to
tedeem the Loan when the time for redemp-
tion came along. Tie found, however, under
the conditions of the trust that it was ount of
the power of Parlinment to depart from the
terms that were laid down,  Conrequently, we
have to keep on paying our  contribution
thercto. When the thme comes te redeem our
loan we shall have considerably more money
than we need for the purpose. The State
is to he congeatulated that men in years gone
by had the foresight and pluek to lay the
fonndation of a seheme in connection with
the sinking fond, which certainly  places
Western Australia in the leading position of
all the States, The hon, member spoke quite
calmly and nieely about the amount of
money that is provided under the Revenue
Estimates, Property Trust and under loan for
our public roads. The total amount is he-
tween £80,000 and £90,000. T eaid T wonld
be very glad if the amount were doubled. In
my judgment, if the finoncial condition of
the State permitted, we could profitably
spend a million pounds on the roads of Wes-
ern Australia. T am satisfied it wounld be
a paying investment. What is the use of
scttling men in the never-never country, un-
less we are prepared to assist them to get
their goods to the market rapidlyt If we
place those people in such a position that
they are compelled to take a considerable
amount of time wmore than should be necess-
ary to do thet work, we will be hampering
them in their efforts on the Jand. T o far-
mer deaires to carry his produce to the station
and the eondition of the road makes it im-
possgible for him to do more than ome trip in
a day, it can easily bo scen that if the im-
proved conditions of the road will enable
him to do two trips in a day, it means a lot
to the men an the land. The saving in time
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and energy would enable those poople to de-
vole more attention to the development of
their holdings. I have ro qualms whatever in
facing an expenditure of £80,000 eor £80,000
in the provision of good roads. In faet, if
the position were more satisfactory, I would
have no qualms in freing the expenditure of
a million pounds in the same way. Regard-
ing the water supply and sewerage problem
whieh the hon. member spoke about, if we
had made no provision for water, it would
have been rank foolishness to start out
upon 8 sewerage scheme to  conmect
up  the whole of the houses in  the
suburbs of Perth. It would not be in
any sense fooligh, however, to lay down the
main pipes, the settling pits, the septic tanks
and depdts. It is rather o matter for com-
mendation that the departmental officers have
beer able to pirce before the Government
their views regarding this matter., It is for
the CGovernment to take such steps as the
funds will permit to den] witk this aspeet.
Members will notiee from the Estimates
that an mmount of £36,000 has been pro-
videdl for sewerage in the metropolitan dis-
trict.  There is also £97,000 in connection
with the water scheme for that area. The
money provided will only be for the start;
the big scheme, which cannot be gone on with
in ecnection with the water supply for the
metrapolitan area as a whole at the present
time, will probably cost between one and a
gquarter and one and i half million pounds.
We must make a start with the
work, however, and as soon as we can get
within measurable distance of carrying out
tha full seheme, it will be gone on with. The
hon, memher made one mistake when le was
dealing with this matter. He stated that the
bulk of the expenditure provided for water
aupply and sewerage had been Inenrred dur-
ing the current year. On page 21 of the
Istitnates there is a sehedule of work to be
done duriny this financial year.  The hon.
gentleman was evidently misinformed when he
stnted that the bulk of this work had been
doiie. The Richmond Reservoir at Fremantle
is not completed; the 2+4in. and 18in. mains
have not been completed; the Tower-street
ond Loftus-street schemes, for which provi-
gion has been made, have not been completel,
Only a portion of the pipes have been sup-
plied, and these have been put down as they
came forward. The Bickley Brook reservoir,
for which £25,000 ia provided, has only been
started, and so it goes on right through the
whole piece. The houn, member knows prob-
ably that there are some few works completed
since June 30, in Fremantle, which, of course,
have to be paid for; but with most of’

them  nothing has been  completed.
The hon. member also referred to the
Property Trust Fund. Perhaps it is as .
well that I  ghould explain to hon.

members what that fund really ia. Money
has been provided for loans in years gone by
for various purposes, and money for the as.
sistance of householders in eonnection with
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sawerago installation has been eoming back
tn the Treasury as the people have met their
financial obligations under that heading,
They have done so very well indeed. There
are other sources from which this money has
been drawn and the residue which has been
unexpended after o work has been earried out,
has been placed in the Property Trust Fund,
which is also fed from other sources, such as
funds which have been returned after the
realisation of property or land, I cannot
see that there is anything wrong in nsing that
nioney over amd over again for purposcs con-
neeted with the development of the State. 1t
was borrowed originally for that purpose
and having come back to the State we are
still carrying out the original intention when
wo devote it to developmental work again.
The wmember for Sussex, whose industry is
so indefatignble in trifles, and whose
storc of knowledge should Dbe inereased
during  the progress of the sessiom, has
spoken ahout the Margaret River Rail-
way. T dealt with that subject when we
were diseussing the Estimatea. This railway,
which has beew contemplated for many years,
will run from Busselton and join up with the
railway which goes down to Awgusta and
whieh was purchased from Millars’ Trading
Company some time ago, A sum of £3,000 is
provided for the clearing of the land alouy
whiclh the line will proveed. When the clear-
ing has progressed sufficiently, it is the in-
tention of the Government to procecd with
the earthworks, in order to go ahead with
the construction of the line. 1 am not going
ta attempt to mislead the hon. member or his
constitnents, hut I think I can safely say that
it is the intention of the Government to pro-
cure the rails during the next year and that
the Margaret River Railway will have its
fair share of whatever rails we can get,
There ave other railways which have heen
dealt with, including the Esperance Railway
it which the wmember for Kanownn is so
interested,  We have already about 10 miles
of rails at Esperanee and 2 certain propor-
tion of the rails procurable must go there as
well. We have been sending down slecpers
to that district and we shall send maoro
sleepers and rails as they ecome to hand.

Mr, Griffiths: What about some for the
Narambeen northwards raflway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS We will en-
deavour to deal with all railways that are
authorised irrespective of where they are or
whose constituency they are in. The Gov-
cerament intend fo deal with the matter equit-
ably no matter whether the constituencics
through which the lines will run are repre-
seuted by Labour, Country party, or National
members.  The member for Subiaco’s only
complaint was that we should “‘get z move
on.’’ Ag soon as the money is in hand the
works will be procecded with and if there is
any hlotk in the way, T shall ask him for his
assistance.  As for the member for East
Perth, who requested that the trams should
be duplieated, all T can say is that the mat-
ter will reccive the attention it deserves.
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Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) 9-56: I do not desire
to speak at length on the Eastimates but there
is one matter to which I desire to drow particular
attention. The item of which I complain is,
I think, unecessary and when the present rtate
of affairs is remembered, should nob receive the
sanction of the Committee. The matter I refcr
to is the extonsion of the trams in the city areas.

The Premier : Are you spesking to an item ¥

Me. TROY : No, I am speaking generally. I
do not desire to deal with itema at the present
time. I sympathise with the Perth members
who stressed the statoment that people living
in the suburban aress are not receiving the
consideration to whick they are entitled. [t
must be borne in mind, however, that the people
in the remote parts of the State who are earrying
on pastoral, agricultural, and mining operations
are labouring under worse couditions than the
people in the cities to-day. Tf the country is
built up, the city conditions will improve. If
the country is not aided in that dircction, tram-
ways and water supply and so on will not be of
much value to the people in this part of the
State. The member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown}
scemed to fear the possibility of slums beiny
created in the metropolitan aves and that people
would not go into the outer suburbs.

Houn. W, C. Angwin: Most of the provisions
regarding the tramways are for duplications,
not extensions.

Mr, TROY: The whole tendency regarding
the metropolitan ares to-day is for land agents
to get hold of areas and advertise them, seouring
purchasers on the score that the trams will he
extended to those areas. By thet means.land
values are created which should not exist. - The
papers are full of advertisements in which agents
make the appeal. “ Why pay reat; go into w
certain suburh and live there,” T havo no douht
that if an ores ten miles out were cut up and
sold to-morrow, people wonld buy the land and
go there and the good old agitation to extend
the tramways would go on.  People who re-
ceive the benefit of the extension oushi to pay
for it. Tf a system wny adopted which would
make the people who get the valae pay for the
extension, there woull not be much oppesition
to it. As regards the duplications, it may save
the country o certain amount by way of wl-
ministration ahd werking expenses, but there
are numbers of men in the country who have
to cart their wheat 20 miles, and the £87,000
proposed to be spent on tramway duplications
could be better expended by providing railways
or tramwaye in these areas. The city woulil
receive meore Dbenefit from the expenditure of
money in the conntry areas than by duplieating
the tramway lines in the city., These duplica-
tions will provide work for a little while, but if
the country is to be built up, the money should
be spent in the development of the country, not
to provide luxuries but ahsolute neccssities to
develop the country.

The Minister for Works: To yon ngree with
the necessity for roads all over the country ?

Mr. TROY : It is only naturnl to agree to that
policy because the country cannot be developed
without roada. There is & big increase for rail-
way purposes, partioularly for rolling stock and
rails,. The member for North-East Fremantlo
{Hon. W. C. Angwin) has pointed out that the
railway systom apparently has become neglected
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and that a lot of the rolling stock requires re.
poirs and that rails and fastenings are needed,
In the interests of safety, we ought to sec that
this is done. If we have rsilway disasters they
may mean a very heavy burden to the country
in the way of compensation and costs. We
have to maintain the existing system, and ex-
penditure for thiz purpese is necessary and
cannot be delayed. Tf it is clelayed too long,
double the expenditure will not make good the
extra injury that will be ineurred, T must
expresy regret that the amount provided for
mining development is 8o small. ANl that is
provided on these Estimates iz £55,000, amd
when we compare the £35,000 provicded for the
dovelopment of the poldlields and mineral re.
spurces with the ampunt provided for the de.
velopment of other industries, we can come to
only one conclusion, nemely that the present
{ipvernment arve not greatly interested in mining
developrmment, Tn a time of falling prices, as
was stressed Inst night with regand to wool,
one of the greatest advantages which could
accerue to Western Australia would be the finding
of new goldtields, hut I do net think thet much
encouragement in this direction will be provided
by the small amount on these Estimates. Tt iz
not possible for & member to move to increase
the amonnt, and therefore, we bave to accept
what is provided. T hope the Minister con.
trolling the Mines Department, or his successor,
will sce that the full amount is expended. Tt
is badly nceded for the development of the
mining industry. Mining to-dey is somewhat
under a clond. The high cost of commodities
and-the fact that gold hes not increased in value
as have the products of other primary industries,
iz responsible for the industry being severely
handicapped. But 1 am inclined to think that
thr gohi mining industry will go abend again.
When prices beeome normal it is more than
possible that gold mining will he the most luern-
tive occapation. T think the time will come
arain, I have no doubt that the prices of com-
madities produced in the other primary indus-
tries will fall. Wool has fallen ; it may recover
It it will not 2o s0 high as it wax. Wheat and
other commoiities, too, will fall in price, and
when they do the people of the poldtields will
pet their turn. I do not wish to se¢ the gold-
lields people prosper at the expense of other
members of the community, but today the
people on the goldliclds are having » bad time.
It is really amazing how the industry bas man.
amed to carry on considering the bigh railway
freights, the high cost of commoditics and the
high cost of Living, but I feel convinced that
with proper assistance by the (fovernment the
induatry will come to its own. A cynsiderable
amount is provided for the development of agri-
culture, over 2} million pounds, which of course
marks the (lovernment down as being a (lovern.
ment who direct their whole attention to agri.
cultural development, I have no objection to u
large expenditure on agricultural development.
Tf I were in the position of Premier or Minister
for Lands, I would consider that this State had
no future wnless it had an agricnltnral industry,
This applies to any State. We cannot, live with.
out it. Whilst other industries are of great
value and while, if we had the goM, we cguld
afford $o buy our commoditics overseas, the
fact remamins that the agricnlural industry is
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one of the greatest importance to the State.
Under the heading of agricultural development
are the advances for soldiers, and the purchase
of areag for mbdivision, and I know that con-
siderable amounts are provided in connection
with the Peel cstate for deninage, building of
tram lines and other works which will make for
the development of that lond. T do not know
the Prel cstate. I understond that it lies bhe.
tween Fremoantle and Mandurah, 1 do not
know anything of its yualities hut I confess that,
with the exception of swamp lands in and around
Perth, T am not highly impressed with the
country.

The Premicr: There is o fair nmount of
swamp land on the Peel estate,

*Mr. TROY : 8o there should be, If T were
mlvising any soklicr to take up an agrienltural
pioposition, T do not think [ would send him to
the Peel estate. 1t has some of the disadvan.
tages which the Riverton estate had. I do not
like these sandy propositions for the purpose of
production.

The Minister for Works: A biy proportion is
similar to the Spearwgod land, wheve the people
are [rospering,

Mr. TROY: 1 em not basing my argument
on tirst hand knowledge. T bope that the land
is good. [ shall put nothing in the way of its
suocesrful development, but 1 express the hope
that if estates are to be purchased, every effort
will he made to get the best poesible land, One
member oxpressed the opinion that the Glovern-
ment. in buying land for sgldier settlement, were
not pursuing the best policy. hut that they ought
to settle the soldiers on new arcas. The land
purchased by the Covernment in the wheat
arean has been obtained very cheaply. There is
one farm which I do not think I would have
hought, because the soldier settler who bas it
will never be able to get a decent water supply,
and that is a great disndvantage. But as re.
gords mout of the Jani purchased in the wheat
ureas, the (fovernment have exercised very
sound wisdom. [ would not like to sell & proposi-
tion which 1 possessed at the price which the
(lovernment are paying for kome of them. Some
hnve been bought for considerably less than the
amount put into them by the vriginal owners,
exelurive of their labour. One place I know of
was o gift, and if the zoldiers cannot make good
on these properties they will make good no-
where, Tt has to be remembered that often-
times a gettler will not do nearly so well on lund
that is made ready for him sa on virgin country.
When going on to virgin country the nccessity
is forced upon the settler to Lo prudent in his
development. He has not too much money to
spare; he has to effect many of the improve-
ments with his own labour, and thercfore he
may be able to develop the holding more cheaply
and better and more successfully than he wouid
an improved property. I confess from what
I have seen of the areay purchased by the Govern-
ment in the wheat districts that they have been
secured most reasonably and the soldiers ought
to make good on them. 1 think a majority of
the soldiers will make good because most of them
are pretty goord bustlers. Some of them will
not'make good, of course : they will be alt right
80 long as the money lasts. But a majority of
them will make good. 1 have some neighhours
who are returned soldiers and they are proving
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very good industrioun and progressive men,
and I think they are bound to make good with
the assistance granted by the Government,
This money we are now spendding for soldier
settlement is coming from the Commonwealth
Government. We have to bear in mind that
it has to be repaid, and that interest han to be
paid onm it. Tt is easy to horrow money and
spend it, bt when the time comes Lo pay it
back the State will be hard pressed. There.
fore 1 want to =ce that the money provided by
the Commonwealth Ciovernment is expemded to
the best possible advantage .  ¥n this connection
T do not think it is being expended to the bhest
advantage when 25,000 iz to be utilised for
building o railway from Big Brook to Denmark,
T am very sceptical regarding the suceess of that
proposition. Surely there is enongh land in,
the South-West now served by o railway to settle
all these soldiers who will require land even
during the next three vears. without building
this expensive line from Big Brook to Denmark.
1 donot agree with this proposition at ali. T think
the railway is unnceessary, hecause if there is
one part of the country where land settlement
hos not gone ahead, it 38 in the south-westemn
areas of Western Anstralia. Many excuses
are offered as to why this part of the Stete has
not progressetd, The member for Sussex snys
no money has been spent there. 1 think a goud
*deal has heen spent there,  The country possesses
great advantages, 1t has o good rainfall and
ia well watered, 1t is close to the capital, and
has been served by milways for many years, Tt
has elso hul the advantage of the big markets
provided by the timber srens. [ have been
struck by the comparntively large anmount of
country in the South-West that is still unim-
proved. 1 intend to oppose the construction
of any more railwoxs there until the land along
wide existing lincs is bhrought under cultivation
or thrown open for scttlement. Some people own
aa much as 2,000 and 3,000 acres, ‘That ia too
much land for that part of the State. They
are land hongry and land poor at one and the
same time. They always will he in that eon
dition, It isx a had propasition for returned
soldiers. T <doubt whether many would be
prepared to o into that heavy country and
carve out homes for themselves even if the rail-
ways ware built, They will have to work. not for
themselven, but for the second and third genern-
tion. People who go into the new areas that
may be served hy this railway, will have to work
very hard amd get very little retum. The
secgnd generation will do & little better, and the
third, if the land is still held, will reap what the
others have sown. 1 doubt if returned soldiers
would take on this responsibility. Old settlers
in the Eastern States did this pioncering work,
hut they were o different class of men. They
came from the Old Country where they Jlived
hard and under different conditipns. They did
not look for the same advantnges and enjoy-
ment that men look for to-day. The present
doy eettler does not expect to spend il his life
on the land. He is looking for a decent home, a
decent income and opportunities to travel. The
old hands who came from England were simple
folk with simple habits. They enjoyed few
advantages in the Old Country and missed very
listle when they came here. They set out to
carve themeelves a home in o country where they
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hed land of their own, which was o great eon-
sideration.

The Minister for Works: The main consider-
tion.

Me. TIROY : They scttled i this heavy country
and made homes for themselves. My father did
thin and his neighbour also. [t is the third
generation thet is reaping the harvest of the
cftorts of theac early scttlerr, The old hands
themscives reaped very little benefit. They
were content with their lot because they were
gimple people. They wanted to go on quietly
and pay their way. This generation ia different.
People want pleasures in life. They are not
content to do what their forefathers did, (HF
course T am only speaking generally, T have
advised Young men to go to the Kimberleys
and suggested that in 10 or 13 vears they would
come out all right, but they have had no desire
to go. T am scepticn) of the success that will
attend the settlement that takes place along the
Denmark-Big Brook reilway.

[Hon. (i, Taylor took the Chair.]

The Miniater for Worka: Thero is hard work
hefore them but n fine prospect.

Mr. TROY : For their grondchildren. Qnly
nbout 70 per cent. of the griginal settlers in the
Eastern States have passed on their land to their
descendnants. Many of the early settlers were
obliged to give up, aod strangers have reaped
the benefit of their work. There are aress along
the existing railways in the Spuph-West which
are not being utilised. Holders of land have too
great a quantity of it. There arc places which
ought to be taken over by the Government at a
reasonable price, or people ought to he forced
out of them by texation so thot their lond can be
used for closer scttlement. On the Estimates
there ia an amount of £3,000 for the purchase of
n residence for the Agent-Qeneral,

Hon, W. (. Angwin : Tt is s Zood proposition.

M. TROY : Why?

Hon. W, O, Angwin: Beesuse it will pay the
State. We ecquld get more for it today than
was paid for it.

Mr. TROY : Has the State always psid the
house rent of the Agent (eneral ¢

Hon, W. C. Angwin : The State docs not pay
the house rent.

Mr., TROY: The State has purchased a
residence for him.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : He pays the rent. -

Mr. TROY: The Government sre not en-
titled to spend money in this way. We raised
the selary of the Agent.general and the other
allowances of his office.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: He must live somewhere.

Mr. TROY : He could get o house where he
liked. This office is not forced upon him. The
State does not purchase & house in Perth for me
to live in.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: He eannot live in the
street.

Mr. TROY : The Commonwealth (lgvernment
do not purchase houses to rent to members of the
Federal Parliament,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Commonwealth
Government pay far more salary. .

Mr. TROY: Why are we called apon to.
purchase & house for the Agent.General ?
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Botause a house could
ot otherwise he obtained.

Mr. TROY: He was not forced to take shis
position and he knew the conditions when he
woa appointed. I am opposed to the State
purchasing this house out of loan funds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : It is & payable proposi-
tion,

Mr. TROY : Ido nob care whether it is or not.
I object to the principle.

Hon. W. . Angwin : He pays his own rent.

Mr, TROY : It will probably not be nearly as
good & proposition as tho hon. member thinks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is; I have scen it.

Mr. TROY : If that principle were followed
out we shonld all be entitled to residences. I
intend to opposc this particular item,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If T had possessad the
money I wonld have bonght it myself,

Mr. TROY : Some small provision has been
made for water supply and harbour improve-
ments at Geraldton. I do not know how muech
in the way of harbour works £3,000 will carry

out.

The Minister for Works : That is for the open-
ing up of the quarry and starting the necessary
jetties.

Mr. TROY : Now that the Government have
put their hands to the plough I hope they will
complete the work., A lot of money is wasted
on the eonstruction of jetties on acecount of the
destruction oaunsed by the teredo. At Geraldton
nearly a mile of jetty has heen constracted and
unless the harbour works are pushed on all that
work will be valucless. The port is entitled to
adequate shipping accommodation in order thag
it may develop properly. I am glad the water
supply is being pushed on. In no place is &
water supply more urgently needed than ot
Geraldton. The present position is retarding
the progress of the place. Tt is no attraction for
people in the back country. They cannot
got enough water in which to have a decent
wash unlesa they go to the ocean, where the
water is preferabla to that provided by the
scheme. People cannot make their residences
attractive because the water kills all vegetation.
The freezing works and the butter factory will
be of no value unlesa there is a decent water
supply. T hope the acheme will prove snccessful.

The Minister for Works : You seem to suggest
that the Government would fail in everything.

Mr. TROY : I do not suggest that.

The Minister for Works : Your remarks do.

Mr. TROY : There have been so many dis-
appointments in the past that I do want to see
these works succeed. I give credit to the Gov-
ernment for undertaking them and I hope that
on this oocasion Geraldton will not suffer any
disappointment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [10-28]) : I had hoped
on these Loan Estimates to find something of
» more encoutaging nature than I have done
in regard to the Narambeen railway. A sum of
£800 is provided to be spent on additional cattle
yards, outstanding accounts, freight on rails,
and fastenings, ote. At the end of this line
there are some flourishing soldier settlements, X
have to thank the Minister for Works for having
provided decent roads to the siding in the vicinity.
The settlement is extending North and nerth-
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east, and a lot of land is being surveyed and
classified. I hope that something will be done
during the year in regard to the extension of the
line in & northerly direction. Knowing the
position of these people, knowing that they are
paying ebout 100 miles of unnecessary railage
as compared with & direct route to Perth—and
if consigning to goldiields markets they inour
well over 200 miles of needleas rail freight—I
sought to secure o flat rate for them, so that
they might be afforded some reasonable chance
of dispoesing of their products in the same way
ag settlers withing 20 miles of them, The Hat
rate, however, was refused, More recently 1
approached the Premier with o view of getting
dumps csteblished, to whioh these farmers might
cart their wheat. From the hon. gentleman's
reply I gathered that there is not much hope of
railvay oxtension in this quarter before the
price of rails falls. Me said it would be hetter
for these formers to cart their wheat right in,
than to dump it in anticipation of the establish-
ment of railway communication. I see that
theze Loan Estimates include £5,000 for railway
construction in the Busselton-Margaret River
area, £10,000 for extension of the Wyalcatchem-
Mount Marshall line to Dowerin-Merredin—this
I believe, is required in connection with soldicr
settlement—and substantial amounts for other
railways. For the Kondinin-Merredin.Emu Hill
section, howover, only £800 is provided, It is
interesting to note that £23,000 ia allotted to
the Perth-Fremantle Cottesloe deviation, and
£87,000 to the Perth tramways. Out of a total
expenditure, on these heads, of £158,000, some-
thing substantial might have been allotted to
the scttlers whose elaims I have urged. 1 hove
risen for the purpose of letting the Premier
know my opinion on this matter,

The PREMIER end TREASURER (Hon, J.
Mitchell—Northam-—in reply) [10-33]): T wigh
to inform the member for Mt, Magnet that the
Government are fully alive to the importance
of the mining industry and will do all that is
necessary for its advencement, It is diftioult
to estimate what oxpenditure will be required in
this conncction during the ourrent financisl
year, having regard to the possibility of new
finds, In view of the proapectors who are out,
we hope there will e some finds. The St. 1ves
field will, I think, justify our expenditure on it.
Membors representing the pgoldiields can rest
aasured that the Government will do all that is
needed to assist the development of the great
gold mining industry. The Government fully
appreciate its value, and are just as alive to its
importanee as those members are. It is true
that these Loan Estimates contnin a considerable
amount for agricultural development. It is
right that that should be so. A great deal of
the vote, however, is for the soldier settlement
gecheme, which has already been approved by
this House. As regards railwey construction,
the price of material is very high now, and the
market does look like a falling one. We are
bound to do the best we can with the money at
our disposal, and therefore we must be careful
in regard to purchasing. If in & few wmonths
we are likely to get material cheaper than the
prices now ruling, we are justified in waiting,
However, ceridin lines nre authorised, and they
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ought’to be built. We must go on with the
Esperance-Northwards Railway first, beoause
the House haa determined thet that shall be so.
I hope the Minister for Works will be nble to
re-start the construction of that railway very
eoon, Materials are now being forwarded to
Esperance, and it should not be long before the
work is roesumed, In the meentime no other
railway ean be proceeded with, at least not with-
out the spesial order of the House. I think the
member for Mt, Magnet is quite wrong in de-
claring that the railway from Big Brook to
Deomark ought not to be built. The railways
in the South-\Vest run, to » coneiderable extent,
through jarrah country, whioch should not be
used for settlers, lirstly because the jarrsh timber
ought not to be wasted, and secondly becaunse
jarreh lend is usuelly not very good for agrioul-
tural purposes. However, I know thet the
country is anxious that the line in question
should be built, If we are to receive consider-
able numbers of immigrants from the old ¢oun-
try, we must prepare lande for their accommeo-
dation. As regards Qeraldton, we are most
anxious that that harbour should be completed
60 ag to afford the necessary pocommodation for
ships. The Government realise that Geraldton
is an important port 250 miles from kremantle,
and that it ought to be self-contained. The
tirst thing Geraldton reguires is adeyuate harhour
aocommodation. The Geraldton water supply
will be attended to a9 soon as possible. 1 rose
ohiefiy for the purpose of assuring the Committee
that the Government's responsililites in regard
to the gold mining industry and the agricul-
tural indugtry, and in faet their responsibilities
to various parts of the State, are being faced.
The member for York is guite in error when he
rafors to the oxpenditure proposed by these Loan
Estimates for the metropolitan area as being
oonsiderable relatively to the expenditure pro-
posed for the rest of the Stata. ln gomparison,
it ig very small indeed, The present Government
during their term of office have not provided a
great deal of expenditure for the metropolitan
area, We realise that primary production is
the most important feature for the time being,
and therefore we are endeavouring to spend the
roney that is ot our disposel in a manner thet
wiil Jead to inoreased settlement and increased
production. To the best of our ebility wo are
doing our duty by all the industries in the various
parts of the State.

Vote put end passed.

Vote—Railways and Tramways, ete., £426,800:
Item, Bolgart extension, £400:

Mr, TROY: What ars the Government's
intentions as to extending the Bolgart railway ?
Representations have been made to them on the
subjeot for the lest eix years. The present
terminus is in the middle of & sand plain, and an
extension of 20 miles will tap some of the finest
agrioultural oountry in Western Austealia. The
extension hea been promised to the settlers there
for years pest. I shell be glad if the Premier
oan assure me that he will bring in the necessary
Bill

The PREMIER : The Bill is drafted, and will
be introduced very shortly.

Item, Egperance northwerds railway, £20,000 :
188]
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AMr. LAMBERT: Goldfields members are
entitled to some further information regarding
this work, which hae been hung up for years.
The Premier dealt with the subject only in & very
general way.

The Minister for Works.:. What more do you
want to know ¥

Mr. LAMBERT : What quantities of material
are on hand ¥

The Minister for Works: There are aboui
ten miles of rails and about 8),000 slecpers
on the spot. Neventeen miles of earthworks
have been done. Three bridges have been
completed, and one is on the way towards com.
pletion.

; Mr, LAMBERT : The Minister might inform
us when he anticipates the balance of the material
will be available. He should be in a position to
know judging by the orders he has placed and
the quantity to hand when the line may reason-
ahly be expected tn be completed.

The Minister for Worka: I have already given
the House those details severnl times when vou
were not in the Chamber: The Premier has
alrg given the jnformation and you are oot
satislied now.

Mr. LAMBERT : 1 waas in the House for the
grester part of the time, and if the Minister would
only let me know when it was convenient for
him to make a apeech on the Esperance line, I
would he pleased to be present. There was a
feeling on the goldlields that the construction
of the Fsperance line was held up deliberately.
There is no doult it was beld up by the Wilson
Government. We should know clearly and
definitely what the intentions of the (overnment
are reganding the Esperance line,

The Minister for Worke : The member for the
district knows clearly -what the position is and
he hag been given the information already.

AMr. LAMBERT : The member for the district
may know, but it affects my constituency a8 well
and 1 am entitled to the information.

Item, Kondinin, Merredin, Emu Hitl section,
800 : ’

Mr. GRLFFITHS: 1s there any prospect of
this line being constrmeted during the current
year? T take it there is not. from what the
Minister hes already stoted. T “understand
that the Feperance railwey bas prierity over all
other raihvays but we would like to know whether
there is anv likelihpod of anything being done
in connection with this railway extension,

The MINISTER FOR WORKH: The £300
provided on the Estimgtes is tequired to clear
off certain outstanding liabilities in econnection
with the catension of the line to Emu Hill. 1he
construction of that 'ine saved the farmers and
the State many thousends of pounda.

Mr. Gritithe: That is correct.

The MININTER FOR WORKS: The com-
plete line referred to by the member for York has
been biocked, although wunintentionally, by
reports which were made regarding the country
It was suggested thot the
construction of the line would not be justified
in that direction and an attempt was made to
extend the line to Bruce Rock., Since then
further investigations regarding the land which
was formerly the sabject of complaint, resulted
in a more favourable report and the suggestion
that the line should be constrncted in accordanoe
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with the original suevey to Merredin. Unlike
the Fsperance line, however, this line has not
a ptook of 10 miles of raila or between 30,000
and 40,000 tona of sleepera at the depots, with
othera going forward from time to time. If there
is any possibility of getting rails at a price within
our means, I believe there would be no obstacle
to prevent this line being carried on to Merredin,
becaase it was suthoriced and started before
the Esperance railway was authorised. As to the
Prospect of the line being constructed, I would
advise the hon. member to sit on the Promier's
doorstop in order to get the information which
I cannot give him,

ltem, Perth, FremantleCotteslos deviation,
£23,000:

Mr, JOHNSTON : What is the intention of
the Government regarding the deviation of the
Fremantle line at Cottesloe. We are asked to
vote £23,000 and the Committee should know
whether in voting that amount, they ars com.
mitting themselves to » quarter of a million
or 4o for the remove! of the existing hridges at
North Fremantlo and the construction of a wew
bridge further up the river.

. The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This money
is required for the payment of land which bas
been compulsorily resumed for the purposes of
the Cottesloe msilway deviation. This line will
necesgitate & combined road snd railway bridge
across the river, Some yeara ago certain cylinders
in connection with that bridge were placed in
position so that proper testa could be made
to see whether or not it was possible to get a
reliable foundation. Ae for the utlimate cost of
that deviation, it ia almost impossible for me to
even hint at it The bridge itself will cost a
quarter of a million. Thet was the originel
eetimate of years ago. At the presemt time
Probably, even if we were to purchase the material
and make the bridge here, that estimate would
be exceeded. The whole question of the devia-
tion bas been debated in the House from time
to time. The money on the Estimates is re.
quired for the purpose of mecting claims in respect
of eompalsory resumptions of land.

Item, Rolling Stock, £60,000 :

Mr. LUTEY : A fair amount of construction
of new rolling stock is here provided for. I
should like to know what type of railway carriage
ie being built. Ts the department adopting the
gliding doors which have proved so successful
in Victoria ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Unfor
tunately I am not in & position to inform the
hon. member. T do not think there is any
intention of geing in for the aliding doora referred
to. There is o difference of opinion among
tailway men as to the merita of that system,
On page 8 of the Commiesioner's report the
hon. member will find & reference to thia subject.

Mr. LUTEY : I hope the Minister will make
a note of my question. Many accidents have
occurred on crowded metropolitan platforms in

consequence of the hinged doors being left open. -

It ie time some reform was instituted.
. Item, Tramways, Perth Eleotrie, and Exten
sion, £87,000:
Mr. TROY : In the present condition of the
finances I ehould prefer to see this money spent
in the back country for the benefit of struggling
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primary producers in both the mining and agri-
cultural industries. I know many furmers who
are carting 20 wiles, starting away from home
at four o'clock in the morning and not getting
back until the following ovening. In the interests
of the people onthack I move—

That the item be struck out.

Mr. WILLCOCK : We should attend to the
wants of people in the backblocks before spending
money ob tramway extensions in Perth. These
extensions or duplications will not make any
great difference in the working cost of the tram.
ways. The member for Subiaco (Mr. Brown)
endeavoured to show that a duplication of the
track along Rokeby-road would make a good
deal of difference tr the working cxpenses, but
from my own ohservation I can say the
traffic on that length is being well bhandled at
the present time. The extension at the foot
of Barrack-street will actually mean additional
expense, for the trama will have to run half a
mile further then they do at presers. Uf thie
£87,000 is to be spent in order to vave certain
persons a bhundred yards of walking or half a
minute of waiting, I think we have plenty of
worke of greater importance which should firch
be attended to. These tramway extensions are
not nearly so nDecessary a8 are meny other
works in the country districts.

Mr. MALEY: I support the smendment.
This amount will not represent the whole of the
expenditure, as the next item shows £72,000
for the power house.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That must be provided.

Mr. MALEY : I understand that the power
house is working up to its full capacity, and that
these duplications will make extra demands on
the power bouse. The facilities provided in the
oity are altogether out of proportion to the simple
necessaries available in the back blocks to trans
port the produce essential to the welfare of the

© State.

Hon W. C. ANGWIN: Some members
appear to have misunderstood me. T said T
hoped the (overnment would nc' go to the
expense of making the duplication: merely for
the sake of convenience, because wmaterial is
so costly. The repurt of the Commissioner
of Railwaye ehowe the necessity for rolling
stock. This item does not contemplate any
extensions but merely duplications an.  relaying.
The undercarriages for cars now cost more than
the whole cars used to cost.

Mr. Maley : You have enough facilitiea now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The only way to
get revenue from the tramway system is to
provide for the travelling public, and rolling
stack ia mecessary.

Mr. Troy: You cannot get your ‘revenue
unless you have development in the country.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Fremantle is in the
same pogition.  There we are forced to provide
extra cara on account of the number of people
¢rovelling. The people bave to be transported
and at certain times of the day the cars are
overcrowded. I do not suppose that any system
in Australia is Tun with so few cars ag ie Perth.
Fremantle has more cars in comparison with the
gervice run aud even thers we are terribly short
of cars, It io not necessary to strike out the
item, but the duplications should be deferred
for & time.
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Mr. Willeoek : They have started the duplica-
tions at the south end of Rarrack-street.

Hon. W. (", ANGWIN: Material is costly
but it is falling in price, and the carrying out of
these duplications should be postponed, The
member for (irecnough was wrong in referring
to the item for the power house. Most of the
industries in and around Perth are using clec-
trieity. The power house has reached its full
lond, and unless duplicate plant is provided, the
whole place will be withont power and light.
The member for Mt. Magnet would he one of the
first to eomplain if he, on reaching home to-night,
found his place in darkness,

Mr. Troy: It has heen
than once.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN : There has been very
little to complain of in the way of stoppages.

Mr. Troy: I am not opposing the item for
the power house,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: New cars must be
provided fo: Perth and to-day the big cars cost
£3,000 each, in fact, ncarly £4,000. TUnlers the
public can bu cnrried, the trams will incur a losa.
I want to sez the past losses wiped out. Last
year o prolit of £10,000 was shown, whereas s
loss should really have been shown, hocause no
ginking fund was provided.

Mr. Maley : Put up the fares and make thent
payv.

Mr. LAMBERT : T support the amendmnent.
The chief treuble in connection with the trams
lies in the construction of the ears, tiur long
sorridor trame are of an obsolete pattern, and
highly inconvenient for the public. They are
also far too cumbwrsome for our narrow streets.

The Minister for Works: You are trying to
strike out an item that will Le the meane of now
cars heing provided.

Ar. LAMBERT :
right type 7

The Premibee : They will be good cars.

Mr. LAMBYERT : The type of ear running on
the svstom to-day i responsible for a loss of
fully 50 per gent. of officiency in the servioe.
The Sydney gars are infinitely hetter for loading
and unloading.

Hon, W. (. Angwin:
gystem is in Adelnide.

Me. LAMBERT: Tt is the Svdney and not
the Adelai 4; svatem that is on all four with ours.
We must have in use a ear that can he guickly
emptied awd quickly filled, The CGovernment
should sce’ that the design of our tram cars is
such as will meet with our requircments.

Mr. DUFF : It will he seen from the replies of
the Minister to deputations that have waited
upon hir that he is exercising the grealest care
in regar: to the money that is made available
for tramway extensions,

Hon. W. (% Angwin : There are no extensiona
provided for here.

My, PICKERING: { am apposed to an ex-
tension of the tramwny system. The report of
the department shows that there.were 83 cars
in ust last yenr, und that 20 additional cars will
he construeted at the Midland Tunction work-
shops. There is nothing in the report to show
that the desizn of the now cars will Le different
from that of the old. The cost to the serviee
conseauent upon the use of an ol snlete style of
ear hax Feen eonsideral le, and il is tire some

in darkness more

Will these cars he of the

The hest tramway
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better system was introduced. 1 intend to
support the amendment unless it oan be shown
thot the money on the Estimates has been mort-
gaged for the supply of up to date cars,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result :

Ayes 11
Noes 11
A tie 0
AYes
Mr. Cheszon Mr. Pickering
Mr. Durack I Mr. Plossa
Mr. Grifiths i Ar, Troy
Mr. JTohnston | Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey ! Mr. Lambert
Mr. Mnley H (Teller.y
NoL3
Mr. Augwin Mr. Harrison
Mr, Broun Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Drapet AMr, Willmott
Mr. Duff Mr. Hardwlck
Mr, Gearge i {Taller.}
The CHATRMAN : I give my casting vote

with the noes.

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. TROY : To test the feeling of the Com-
mittee, I now move an amendment—

That the item be redueed by £10,000.

Further amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes . 10
Noes .. 13
Majority against ... 3
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr, Maley
Mr. Chesson AMr. Pickeving
Mr. Grifiiths Mr, Troy
Mr. Johnston Mr. Willeock
Mr, Lutey My, Loambert
(Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Droun Me. Mltchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Piesra
Mr. Draper Mr. Stubbs
Mr, Duft Mr. Teeedale
Mr. Durack Mr, Wilimott
Mr, Georse Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Harrison {Teller)

Amendment thus negatived

Ttem, Llectric power station, East erth,
£72,000 ;

Mr. LAMBERT :  Before any heavy addi-
tional expenditure iz ineurred in connection with
the Fast Perth power station, the whole ¢ uestion
of generating electricity in this State should he
considered. All the rest of the world ix grappling
with that problem, Time after time has the
suggestion been made that. rather than greatly
enlerge the last Perth establishment, we eghould
consider the poseil ilities of penerating electrieal
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energy af the pit's mouth at Collie, As a lay-
man, I am unable to gauge those possibilities,

The Minister for Works: Do you know what
the position is ?

Mr. LAMBERT : You will have to procure
additional machinery of course.

The Minister for Works : Tenders have been
called and accepted. Some mochinery has heen
delivered and this mency ia required to pay for
it. To you desive us to dishonour our under.
takings ¥

Mr, LAMBERT: This is the only oppor-
tunity I have of spenking of the necessity for
giving serious consideration to the whole ques-
tion of electrieal generation in this State. There
is neceasity for a kig scheme, having for ita object
the proper utilisation of coal waste in Western
Australin, and the production of cheap clectrieal
energy for commereial purposes, thus following
the example which is furnished in the Eastern
States,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: They are generating
power at the Fast Perth Station cheaper than
in any other part of .\ustralin except Tasmania.

Mr. LAMBERT : The hon. member when he
mokes use of such eommonplace utterances,
and repeats what other people have said. is
showing o total ignorance of the position.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: One of the ablest elee-
tricians we can get is in charge of the plant.

Mr. LAMBERT : The hon, member is referring
to My, Taylor. 1f that gentleman were con-
sulted to-day, and asked to report on the present
policy of clectricel gencration in Western Aus-
tralin, T think it would result in a drastic alter.
ation in that poliey. When the power station
at Enpst Perth was constructed, T understand
that Collic coal wag costing 13+ a ton. To-day
it i4 costing practically double that amount,
The position in Western Australie is scrious and
this problem should be tnckled with determin-
ation. In Victoria they have investipated the
problem of the utilisation of their brown coal,
hut apparently in Western Aunstralia we are
prepared to go ahead year by year merely in-
ereasing our existing plant at Xast DPerth and
hauling coal from Collie which could he more
profitably utilised at the pit's mouth, where it
could be generated and transmitted to Perth hy
eablie,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member s
procemding with an neademic diseussion upon
clectrivity, T do not {hink this is the place where
he shoulil raise such n matter. The hon. member
is within hi« rizhi« if he desives to reduce any
item. hut tn o into 2 discnssion en the merits
of a seheme for the utilisation of Collie conl, has
nothine whatever to do with the question before
1he Chair.

Mr. FAMBERT : We are asked to aanction
the expenditure of 32,000 for the Last Perth
clectric power <tation.  Surely we have a right
to sny whether that eyvpenditure is justitied
in the firat plare, and also whether some alterna-
tive schene should not he undertaken,

Hon, W, ", Angwin: They would have to
et the extra machinery in any case.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is admitted, and I
am glad that the progreas and proaperity of the
metropolitan area is such that an extension is
necessatry, We have & valuable ofticer available
ond I think he should be called wpon to prepare
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2 comprehensive scheme for the utilisation of
coal waste at Collie, and the generation of clec.
trical energy on up-to-date methods at the pit's
mouth &t Collie. Collie is centrally rituated
sp a8 to distribute power to the various pnrts
alyng the coast, and alsp for the establishment of
secondary indastries of lirst importance to Wes.
tern Australia. The member for North Fremantle
stated that we were generating corrent cheaper
at East Perth than anywhere else in Australia,
The costs here are higher than in Tammnania.

Hen, W, C. Angwin : I said except Tasmania.

Mr, LAMBERT : With the hydro-electrie lant
they have in Tasmania, they are able to generate
power cheaper than we can, and we should
take copnisance of these later developments net
only in Amustralin. but in America and {irest
Tiritwin ag well. It was announced recently that
o scheme was on foot to spend 30 millions in
Englanil where coal and power are ¢heap. Tn
that scheme, there was a proposal for the cen.
tralizerd distribution of power.  1f the Premicr and
the Minister for Works could apply themselves
to this subject and if the Minister would be o
little leas irriteble than he apparently iv to
to-night- - -

The Minister for Works: Vou uare enough to
vex # waing.

Alr. LAMBERT : In ve.ing the Minister, [
think he will hardly contend that T am e i
# sgint.  AF present we are hauling Collic coal
for n distanes of over 100 miles for 1he purpore
of turning it into electriowl coergy at Fast Perth.
whereas considerable savings could bhe male if
that work were done at Collie itseif.

The Eremier: We are prepured fo
that.

The Minister for Worka: On o point of unler,
is the hon. member in order in distus=ing 1he
question of electrical power at Collie undit thix
iom ¥

The ("HATRMAN: T hoave already told the
hon. member that the discussion is oui of amider.
L heve no desire to thwart the membei's rizht
of speech but he js not, in my opinion, proceeding
within the scope of the business hefore the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: T hope thesc matters will
be borne in mind by thode resaponsible in Western
Australia, and that the utilisation of our waste
cosl nnd its eeneration at Collic, will receive
sltention. A report should be reecived from Mr
Taylor as [ have already suupested, and T would
ask the Minister responsible to deal with this
matter in a comprehensive way. We should
not continue hauling coal irom Collic in the
stupid antiquated foshion we -are doing now.
1 know that the pewer station at Fest Perth iv o
credit to Wiatern Austinlie, but the progross of
clectrieal ioneration i3 going ahend hy leaps
and bounds.

The MININTET FOR WORKS: T have takea
a note of some of the mattera referred to Ly the
member for Cooluanlie, They will be placed
hefore the Minister for Railways. On page 24
of the Commirsioner’s report is a paracraph
showin:g ecxactly what this money is reqgnited
for.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN : Apparently tle hon.
member knows very little about the pasition.
He has not even read the report dealing with
the power station, Tn all Fucland there is only
one power station generatiny clectricity at a
Jower rate than that achicved at Fast Perth,

it
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The Government are to be congratulated on that
power station. Still, unless the plant is dupli-
cated at an early date, the people of the mocro-
politan area will be in an awkward position.

The Minister for Works: The atuff is on
order.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 know that. This
fanciful echeme advocated by the hon. member,
which haa been introduced by a member of
another place who has his own position to con-
gider, is not worthy of serious discussion at the
prezent time. ‘The power atation at East Perth
ic one of the finest in Auvstralia, and the machinery
at the station is second to none in the world.
Last year the place showed & profit of £4,046.

Vote put and passed.

Votse—Harbours and Rivers, £147,950 :

Ttem, Additions and improvements to jetties
tramways and rolling stook in North-West.
£12.000 :

Mr. DURACK : Is this the amount estimated
for repairs to tho jetties of the North-West, ? i1
ko, ib 19 altogether inadegquate. The Wyndham
jetty alone requires comeiderably more tban this
amount in repairs. For a number of years the
repairs have been cut to the bone, and through
neglect the jetty has now reached a stage of great
disrepair,

The Minister for Works: The money for that
is not provided on this item.

Mr. DURACK : T should like to know what
works are included in this item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last year
£0,000 wae provided for repairs to the old jetty
at Wyndbam. That work is in hand. Money
for the new jetty at Wyndbam was provided out
of a previous loan allocation. This £12,000 is
required for various improvements and exten.
sions of jetties at North-Weast ports. The
amount is by no means enpugh, but it is all that
could be spared. If there ia any blame for
neglect of repairs, it must attach to the Govern.
ment, and not to the departmental officers, who
have from time to time made known the require-
menta. :

Item, Busselton jetty extension, £5,000:

Mr. BROWN : Is there any demand for this
expenditure ? In view of the desire of the
Committee to limit loan expenditure, I intend
to move in the direction of striking out the item.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the Com-
mittee wish to atrike out this item, I will bow
to the decision. The Busselton jetty requires
widening and extending for the accommodation
of the timber ships that uee it. The proposed
extension is only 48ft. The harbour master
knows his work, and we have considered the
matter, which vears ago was shelved becanse
the Commissioner of Railways thought it un-
necessary. 1 regard the work as mecessary, and
should like to see it carried out.

Mr. PICKERING: The amendment moved
by the member for Subiaco——

The CHAIRMAN : There is no amendment
before the Chair,

Mr, PICKERING : A certain timber company
gave & guarantes to pay interest on the cost
of this work, and I understand that the interest
has been kept paid up. The Busselton jetty
is unable to accommodate the claes of vessel
which calls there: it requires to be widened
and provided with additional facilities,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The timber
company have not guaranteed o cent. They
gave & guarantee some years sgo for an extension
of the jetty but not for this £5,000.

Mr. BROWN: I am dissatisfied with the
information given by the Minister as to the
need for spending this money. Therefore I move
an e¢mendment—

That the item be struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item, Geraldten harbour works, £20,000 :

Mr. WILLCOCK : There have been sericus
misnnderstandings  regarding public  works
authorised at Geraldton in the [ast few years,
and 1 do not wieh anythiag of the kind to happen
in comnection with the harbour works, The
Premier promised that the Minister for Works
wonld visit Geraldton; so far that promice
has not been fulfilled. If the Minigter does not
meake the trip within the next month or two
the people wﬁo thought he was insincere with
regard to another public work will bave ground
for thinking so with regnrd to the harbour works,

The Minister for Works: They are very
suspicigus,

Mr, WILLCOCK: That is so. The sooner
the Minister visits Goraldton the better it
will be. If £20,000 is to be spent before
the end of the financial year a start should
be made, but I understand that nothing will
be done until the Minister visits the place.
The Government are impressed with the
necesaity for harbour works at Geraldton.
The future of the whole distriet depends on
the provision of port facilities. Within the
last few weeks I attended the base metals
confercnce, where I learned that if it is
known definitely that certain facilities will
be available within a year or two, the claims
of Geraldton as the site for the smelting
works will be greatly strengthencd.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T wish
the hon. member would omit those hints
about insincerity, The Geraldton peopla are
suspicious, and if they do not get exactly
what they want, they are apt to impugn the
sincerity and veracity of a man’s statement.
Some months ago they did me the honour
to question in the public Press my word
with regard to the water supply, and appar-
ently the hon. member is prepared to da
the same with regard to the harbour works.

Mr. Willeock: Not at all. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If T go
to Geraldton I ghall tell the people what
I am saying here. I would not permit the
hon. member or the people of Geraldton to
impugn my word. Tt has been the inten-
tion of the Government and my desiro that
I ghould visit Geraldtom in eonnection with
the starting of the harbour works, T have
endeavoured to find time fo get away, but
have not been able to do Bo, partly owing to
private reasons and partly owing to reasons
of which the Premier is aware and of which
the hon, member may be aware in a few
days. The visit will be made early in the
new year. The £20,000 carries with it a
provislon for the opening up of the ‘quarry
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at. White Peak, and- the -Engineer-in-Chiof
.i8-not desirous that the quarry should be
opened up uatil the Minigter has inapected
it. Even if I could have gone to Gerald-
- ton within the last forimight it would have
+been useless becanse the - Engineer-in-Chief
‘has been on “the sick list.  If the member
for Geraldton considers there is any insin-
cerity about that, he can have the doctor’s

certificate. The rest of the money is to be
utilised for railway connections, sidings,
and points. If possible we shall make a

.start on the breakwater before the 30th June,
¢ Item, Boring .for water on stock routes,
ete., £4,000; .o
Mr. CHESS80ON: Last year the expendi-
: thre on this item was £2,508, and though this
= year's amount is larger it is not sufficient.
I onsiderable ‘stock is coming down by these
routes, but ‘more would be travelled if move
‘wells were provided. The routes extend
throngh the Murchison to the Notth-West,
and a greater amonnt should have been pro-
, vided to fagilitate the travelling of ecattle
and sheep to the metropolitan area.
The MINISTER FOR WORER: The de-
tails of this item are;—Improvements to
existing stock routes £1,000, amount to be
apent on new stock routes £1,000, amount
to be spent on the North-West stock routes
£2,000. Provision is.made for improvements
. to and watering faeilities on the existing
stock routes. ‘The amount provided will be
as much as we can spend by the 30th June
. with the ataff at our command.

18 o'clock wmidnight.

Ttem, Sewerage, Perth and Fremantle,
£36,500:

" Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Seecing that the
people in the metromolitan arez cannot ob-
tain sufficient water for their honsehold needs
it is wrong te continue a sewerage system,
which will mean a forther drain upon the
supply. ‘The Ministar has told us that it
will probably be three or four years before
an adequate water supply is obfained, and
yet he proposes to carry on works which
cannot  be completed and used until the
water is available. Tt is the idluty of the
Xlinigter to postpone the™ econgtruction of
those works until such time as the mecessary
water gupply is forthcoming. Another point
about the matter is that by the time these
works are Teally required the cost of the
materials incidental to their completion will
prohably have fallen considerably. To pro-
eceed with them now will only add unneces-
sarily to the burdens of the taxpayer in the
metropoliton area. -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This item
incindes settling pits at Burswood Tsland,
filter beds. and reticulation areas at Mt
Lawley, all of which works nre now going
-on. It covérs alee the resumption of cer-
tain 1and in eomnettion- with the Subiaco
gewerage service, A sum -of £9,000 ia also
provided for storm ‘water works and sewer-
age at Maylands, This work must-he carried
out beesuse of the aceumulation of “water

* The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

. ¢xteusions
£18,000.

“history of the
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there. Another amount, £5,000, is to cover
the cost of surveys, etc, in conmection with
the Canning scheme.

Mr. Brown: Is there any item on the
Estimates for drainage at Sheaton Park and
Jolimont ¢ _

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it is
gosaib]e to deal with these places they can
e dealt with under the heading of ‘‘gen-
eral.’’ We have been threatened with law-
suity over the accumulatipn of water ate
Jolimont, and it would be injudicious to say
tog. muek abput the matter at present.

Item: Murchison and Peak Hill gold-
fields, £1,200:

Mr. CHESSON: This is a small amount

. for a very large district. The €ue-Day Dawn-
- Lavcrton water pipes have been in for 20

years, anul there havc been severe bursta re-
cently. What steps are being taken to keep
the mains on the Murchison in repair, and to
provide ‘water supplies elsewhere in the dis-
triet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amount is for the purpose of improving ex-
isting water supplies at Meekatharra, Cue,
and Day Dawn. I quite understand the hon,
member’s anxiety; and even though' -the
water supply to whieh he refers is the re-
verse of prosperous, the necessity for expen-
diture on it is recogmised.

Item, Goldfields Water Supply, £100,300:

Mr, LUTEY: I copgratulate the Govern-
ment on the assistance they have rendered to
new finds on the Eastern Goldfields, particu-
larly 8t. Ives. In my district there are, un-
fortunately, many men suffering from
miner’s complaint, men on the mine workers’
relief fund, and old age pensioners, and they

‘are paying the annual charge of 103. far

meter rents. Usually, this charge is cut out
in excess water; but the men I refer to nase
no excess water, and urge the Minister to
remit the charge in their case. Alternatively,
the nieters might he taken away from their
premises, where they are not required; and
then there would be no oceagion to charge
ineter rents,
I thank
the hon, member for his appreciative re-
marks, and may mention that this amount
includes £65,000 for Hampton Plains water
supply, and £16,000 for water snpply to the
RBoutharn Cross Government battery; also
to Goomalling and Toodyay,
As to meter rents, if the Water
Bupply Department is to be made a benev-
olent institution, the Act governing it must
be amended. It is not business to supnly
water without checking the ecousumption. The
Goldflelds Water Sipply
Scheme prior to the installation of meters
was most unfortunate.

Mr. LUTEY: Surely the meters might be

. removed in the cases I refer to if there is

no garden attached to the premises.
The Minister for Worka: T will look into
the matter further. .
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Mr. LUTEY: The rellef I suggest would
he greatly appreciated by mén who have
pioncered this country, and many of whom
have lost their health in doing so. They are
men who have done as much for this country
ag any pastoralist or agrienlturist has done.

Mr. DUFF:
tion of reduecing the price of Wnter at West-
toniaf

The Minister for Works: No.

My, DOPFE: We have been banging away
at the Minister for the last three or four
yiars without pgetting any satisfaction as to
the charge of 10s. per thousand. The water
is supplied by gravitation, and the serviees
of only one man are required in counection
with it. The cost of the scheme was repaid
in the first year of ita operations. If so much
assistance is to be rendered to the farming
industry, why should not struggling mines be
helped?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member and I look at this matter from a
different atandpoint. If T eutered into a con-
tract with anyone, 1 would regard it as my
duty to earry out that contract. I should
not come stueaking to the Minister either in
his office or in Parliament with a suggestion
that [ should be allowed te evade my respon-
sibilities to carry out the undertaking. The
pcople of Westonia have undertaken certain
responsibilities and o far as 1 am coneerned
they have to abide by their contract.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of goldfields and min-
eral resources, £55,7560—agreed to.

Vote—Development of agrienlture, £2,255,-
100:

Mr, DURACK: Among the items ecom-
prigsed in the vote is ome dealing with abat-
toirs and freezing works at Wyndham. Two
amounts are mentioned, namely £65,000 and
£15,000. Ts that money to bhe spent at
Wyndbam?

The PREMIER: GCertain additions have to
be made at the Wyndham TPreezing Works
and that work is providel for, among others,
in the amounts mentioned.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and bridges, publie bulldmgs
ete., £80,150—agreed to.

Vote—Other undlertakings, £188,700:

Item, Fisheries, £10,000:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ uonderstood that
the State trawler was wrecked. What is the
intention regarding this amount of £10,000%

The PREMTER: We are not able.to po
ahead with trawling operations at present,
but if it is possible to get a cheap boat,
trawling operations will be proceeded with,
For that reason, the money is provided.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the I.oan Estimates for the
year,

i84]

Has the Minister any inten-"

3333
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}
Resolutions reported and the report
adopted,

House adjourned at 1225 am., (Saturday.)

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 14th Decomber, 1980,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
pm., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, OPTICTANS
BILL,

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, the time
for bringing wp the report of the select
committee was cxtended for two days.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS,

Order read for adoption of report of Com-
mittee.

The MINTSTER TOR EDUCATION: I
move—

. That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of further eonsidering Clauses 4,
14, 35, 100, 105, 106, 122, the ¥Fourth
Schedule, and the Sixth Schedule.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I desire to have the
Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clauses 52 and 113, and a new
clause, to stand as Clause 101, dealing with
the opening and closing of butehers’ shops
throughout the State,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: T desire to have
the Bill recommitted for the purpose of con-
gidering a new clause to stand as Clanse 156.

Hon. H. STEWART: T desire to have the
Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clause 104,

The PRESIDENT: THas the leader of the
Houvse any obiection to the recommittal of
the Bill for the further consideration of these
additional clanses and the consideration of
the new elausesa?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No.



